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Thinking about getting into the trades? 
This resource will provide guidance around the different paths you can take, cover 

union or industry approved training, review the different types of grants available and 
provide a list of trades by sector. 

  
School and Work Transitions Counsellors support survivors with a smoother transition from secondary school or 
from being off school or work to further education or employment. You’ll see School and Work Transitions 
Counsellors (POGO Counsellors) mentioned throughout this guide. Know that you can contact your POGO 
Counsellor as needed.  
 

Let's get started! 
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Apprenticeship 
 

What is an apprenticeship?  
An apprenticeship is a pathway to a career in the trades. As an apprentice, you take classes and learn a 
trade by working under the direction of experienced workers – and get paid while you do it.  
 
For most trades, once you are a registered apprentice, you work for a year or more then switch to studying 
in class for 8 to 12 weeks, either full or part-time. This cycle will repeat a few times over the course of your 
apprenticeship training. It takes between 2 to 5 years to complete an apprenticeship, after which you will 
become a journeyperson. 
 

 

  

Journeyperson 

A qualified and skilled person, who is entitled to the wages 
and benefits associated with that trade. A Journeyperson is 
allowed to train and act as a mentor to a registered apprentice 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/81-004-
x/def/4153355-eng.htm 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/81-004-x/def/4153355-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/81-004-x/def/4153355-eng.htm


Apprenticeship Pathways 
 

 

 

Figure 1: Flowchart of Apprenticeship Pathways 
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I am still in high school, what are my options? 
• Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) 
• Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 
• Dual Credits 
• School Within a College (SWAC) 
 
I’ve graduated with an OSSD, what are my options? 
If you graduated high school with an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), you have a few 
apprenticeship pathway options:  
 
• Traditional Method 
• Pre-Apprenticeship 
• College Programs 
• Union or Industry Approved Training 
 
I never graduated/I graduated with an OSSC, what are my options? 
If you have graduated with an Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC), or have not graduated and 
are no longer in high school, you’ll most likely need to upgrade your courses or get an OSSD equivalent. 
There are a few exceptions to this, as some apprenticeships may only require a Grade 10, see here for 
academic standards for each trade. It is important to note, however, that many colleges and unions 
require an OSSD and/or specific course requirements. You have a few options to meet these standards: 
 
• Academic and Career Entrance (ACE) 

This is a recognized Grade 12 equivalency required for admission to all colleges in Ontario. ACE is a 
free academic upgrading program, normally reserved for individuals 19+. You can also complete ACE 
if you have your OSSD, but require a Grade 12 English or Math credit, or if you want to feel more 
prepared for college. 
  
a. First contact the closest college to register with ACE. Or, there is an online version: Ace Distance 

Delivery. Contact your POGO Counsellor if you need support with this step. 
b. Complete an assessment of your skills and knowledge. 
c. Complete the courses required. * 
d. Graduate with the ACE certificate! 

 
*Note: Depending on the results of your assessment with ACE, you may first be required to complete the 
Ontario Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) program before enrolling in the ACE program. 
 
• Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 
This is a way to earn credits for your OSSD based on any of your prior learning or experiences. Students 
may have to submit evidence of their learning such as assessments, assignments, tests, and other 
activities. Reach out to your School Board if you are interested or have any questions: Find a school board 
or school authority 
 
• Adult and Continuing Education 

This is offered through your school board’s continuing education department. It allows individuals 18+ 
to earn credits towards their OSSD, upgrade their existing courses and/or take new courses required 
for post-secondary. These centers have their own lists of in-person and online courses offered per 
term.  

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.skilledtradesontario.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Apprenticeship-Programs-Quick-Facts-Chart_En_Feb2026.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/adult-learning-academic-career-entrance
https://www.acedistancedelivery.ca/
https://www.acedistancedelivery.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/adult-learning-canadian-adult-education-credential-caec
https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-school-board-or-school-authority
https://www.ontario.ca/page/find-school-board-or-school-authority
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• TVO’s Independent Learning Centre (ILC) 

This is Ontario’s provider of distance education (online learning). This means that all credits and 
diplomas granted through ILC are recognized by both colleges and universities. They offer over 140 
courses, with each course costing $40. Courses are also self-paced and don’t have any teacher-led 
content. You can take up to 10 months to complete a course. Please note that ILC does not offer 
accommodations for course content but will for the final test (proper documentation is required). 
Both academic and guidance support is available, but it will most likely be minimal and it will be up to 
you to request support.  

 
• Canadian Adult Education Credential (CAEC; formerly the GED®) 

The GED is no longer available in Canada. You can now use the Canadian Adult Education Credential 
(CAEC) to get high school equivalency. The CAEC is for adults who do not have a high school diploma 
but need a credential to open new doors to education or employment opportunities. Tests are 
available in English and French in the following subject areas: Reading, Writing, Science, Social 
Studies, and Mathematics (Part 1: No calculator, Part II: Calculator)  

 
Check here for more information, sample tests, registration, and test locations. 
 

Traditional Method 
 
What is the “Traditional Method” of apprenticeship? 
This means you must find an employer who is willing to sponsor/train you. It’s similar to looking for a job, 
but in this case, you're looking for someone who will take you on as an apprentice. 
 
You have to be at least 16 years of age, legally entitled to work in Canada, and have the education level 
required by the trade.  
 
Once you find an employer, you will need to apply through the Skilled Trades Ontario Portal. If you are 16-
17 you will need to download the application and submit by mail or email if you are 18+ you can apply 
online through the portal.  
 
Usually, the “in-class”/school portion of the apprenticeship starts after 1-2 years of working, depending 
on the waitlist for your school. You will be expected to budget $1000-$1500 for the in-class portion but 
grants may be available. Usually, you will have to complete three levels of in-school training.  
 
Typically, 80% of an apprenticeship is on-the-job training, and 20% is in-class. 
  

https://www.ilc.org/pages/caec
https://www.ontario.ca/page/adult-learning-canadian-adult-education-credential-caec
https://www.ontario.ca/page/adult-learning-canadian-adult-education-credential-caec
https://www.ilc.org/pages/caec
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.skilledtradesontario.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Apprenticeship-Programs-Quick-Facts-Chart_En_Feb2026.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.skilledtradesontario.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Apprenticeship-Programs-Quick-Facts-Chart_En_Feb2026.pdf
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/skilled-trades-ontario-portal/
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How do I find a sponsor/employer? 
There are many ways to find an employer to sponsor you: 
1. You can ask local businesses, unions or trade associations if they are taking on apprentices or have 

any resources to find an employer 
2. Use Employment Ontario Employment Services 
3. Colleges’ Career Services may support current and prospective apprentices 
4. ApprenticeSearch.com | Connecting Employers and Apprentices Across Canada 
5. Use job search engines, (e.g., Indeed, Job Bank) 
6. Attend local job fairs 
7. Attend a Support Ontario Youth (SOY) “Tools in the Trades Boot Camp” 
8. Speak with your POGO Counsellor who can support you in taking this step 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Pathway for a typical apprenticeship (Traditional Pathway) 

https://apprenticesearch.com/
https://apprenticesearch.com/
https://toolsinthetrades.ca/


8 
The POGO School and Work Transitions Program Guide to Apprenticeship 

How long does it take to complete an apprenticeship program? 
It typically takes between 2-5 years to complete the different levels of 
training. There are 23 compulsory trades where you are also required to 
write a certifying exam. If successful, you will receive a Certificate of 
Qualification or “Ticket”, becoming a “journeyperson”.  If completing one 
of the 121 non-compulsory trades, a “Certificate of Apprenticeship” will be 
issued upon completion. 
 
 
 
 
 

College Programs 
 
What types of apprenticeship programs are offered? 
Colleges offer a variety of different types of apprenticeship programs, certificates and diplomas to help 
you find a trade you enjoy. Some of the programs they offer are: 
 
1. Pre-apprenticeship programs (before you find an employer) 
2. Apprenticeship programs (after you’ve found an employer and registered as an apprentice) 
3. Colleges offer both certificate (~1 year) and diploma (~2-3 years) programs related to the trades. 

These will let you learn the techniques/basic skills required to be successful in the trade and in the 
workplace. These programs help you find an employer/apprenticeship. These programs fall into the 
following categories: 

 
a. Trade-specific: these are programs specific to one trade. For example, “Welding Techniques”, or 

“Motive Power Technician (Automotive)”, or “Carpentry and Renovation Techniques”. Sometimes 
these programs require a work placement.  

b. Trade-fundamentals: these are programs that would allow you to explore multiple trades before 
entering an apprenticeship. For example, in a program like this, you may experience the 
automotive, carpentry, electrical, plumbing, and welding fields, etc. 

 

Pre-Apprenticeship 
 
What is a Pre-Apprenticeship Program? 
This is a program that helps individuals prepare for an apprenticeship. They are typically less than a year 
in length and offer both training and an 8-12-week work placement. If later you decide to sign on as an 
apprentice, the in-school portion will count as your Level 1 training, and your hours can be counted 
towards your apprenticeship training. Often, these programs are free and covered by the federal or 
provincial government! 
 
How do I find a pre-apprenticeship program? 
These types of programs can be found in colleges or community agencies. Try looking at Ontario Pre-
Apprenticeship Programs - The Career Foundation. Alternatively, contact Employment Ontario or your 
POGO Counsellor to find a program near you!  
 

Voluntary Trade 

A trade in which certification 
is not legally required to 
practice the trade (i.e., you 
do not need to complete an 
apprenticeship to work.  

https://oyap.ca/en/skilled_tr
ades/glossary_of_terms/ 

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/about-trades/work-in-the-compulsory-trades/
https://careerfoundation.com/
https://careerfoundation.com/
https://oyap.ca/en/skilled_trades/glossary_of_terms/
https://oyap.ca/en/skilled_trades/glossary_of_terms/
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Union and Industry-Approved Training 
 
What is Union and Industry-Approved Training? 
Sometimes unions or industry do their own apprenticeship training, act as a 
sponsor or help people find employers. Often, they have their own eligibility 
requirements, are selective, and are only open at certain times of the year. If 
you’re interested in this option, check out what your local unions are offering 
in terms of training and/or support. ApprenticeSearch.com also has a list of 
trade unions and associations.  
 
If you need support finding a local union, please reach out to your POGO 
Counsellor.  
 
What are some examples of Trade Unions? 
There are many different trade unions in Ontario. Some examples are:  
 
• International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
• The Laborers' International Union of North America (LiUNA)  
 
Sometimes unions have joint partnerships with organizations, such as: 
 
Hydro One/Power Workers Union Joint Apprentice Council (JAC),  
 
The JAC is responsible for the design and oversight of apprenticeship training program, offering 
apprenticeship to a variety of trades including Electrician, Truck & Coach Technician, and Utility Arborist. 
 

OYAP 
 

 
What is OYAP? 
Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program (OYAP) allows high school students to get apprenticeship hours in 
their trade while they complete their co-op.  
 
What are the requirements to participate in OYAP? 
Students must: 
• Be at least 15 years of age,  
• Have completed a minimum of 14 credits towards their diploma 
• Be a full-time or part-time student in a secondary school 
• Must be doing a co-op placement in a skilled trade 
 

Union 

An organization that 
represents employees in 
collective bargaining and 
employee interests. They 
also regulate the relations 
between employees and 
employers. 

https://www.ufcw.ca/index.
php?option=com_content&
view=article&id=32573&Ite
mid=2451&lang=en 

 

     
     

     
      

    

 

https://apprenticesearch.com/
https://www.selfmgmt.com/clients/hydroone/default.asp?page=welcome
https://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32573&Itemid=2451&lang=en
https://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32573&Itemid=2451&lang=en
https://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32573&Itemid=2451&lang=en
https://www.ufcw.ca/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32573&Itemid=2451&lang=en
https://oyap.ca/en/skilled_trades/glossary_of_terms/
https://oyap.ca/en/skilled_trades/glossary_of_terms/
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What are the different ways I can participate in OYAP? 
With OYAP, you have three options: 
1. Become an OYAP participant. This will allow you to explore different skilled trades through co-

operative education.   
2. Become an OYAP participant and register as an apprentice while in the program. This will allow 

you to explore a trade and gain apprentice hours while still in high school.  
3. Become an OYAP participant, register as an apprentice, and complete your level 1 in-school 

training through a dual credit program. This would allow you to explore a trade, gain apprenticeship 
hours and earn both high school and college-level credits through the Level 1 in-class training.  

 
How do I get started? 
Step 1: Find a trade/field that interests you! There are over 140 different trades which fall under the 
categories of Motive Power, Service, Construction, or Industrial. If you would like support exploring your 
interests, speak with your Guidance Counsellor or your POGO Counsellor. 
 
Step 2: Speak with your guidance counsellor, co-op teacher, special education teacher, and/or OYAP 
recruiter to discuss your options. Your POGO Counsellor can help you get connected to the right people.  
 
Step 3: Secure a co-op with an employer and talk about the possibility of registering as an apprentice. 
You will have to fill out some forms such as a Registered Training Agreement and an OYAP application 
form.  
 
Step 4: After the co-op is complete, you can look into “Level 1” in-class training programs which could 
earn you dual credits!   
 
Step 5: After high school, you may continue earning apprenticeship hours and continue Level 2 and 3 in-
class training, and then write the exam (if applicable).  
 
Find out more information here: Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program - What is OYAP? and Homepage - 
OYAP 
 
French webpage here: Accueil - OYAP   

  
 

 
  

https://www.oyappajo.com/contact/
https://www.oyappajo.com/contact/
https://www.oyappajo.com/oyap/
https://www.oyappajo.com/
https://www.oyappajo.com/
https://www.oyappajo.com/fr/
https://www.oyappajo.com/fr/
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SHSM 

 

 
What is SHSM?  
The Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) allows students to gain credits toward their high school diploma 
while focusing on learning about a specific job field at the same time. 
  
Students complete a specific bundle of 8-10 courses, earn certifications like first aid and CPR 
qualifications, and gain important skills on the job through co-op placements.  
 
SHSMs are available in 19 sectors, many of which lead to well-paying skilled trades careers. Some 
examples of sectors include agriculture, construction, environment, manufacturing, horticulture and 
landscaping.  
 
What is the benefit of getting a SHSM? 
Students who successfully complete an SHSM receive: 
 
• an Ontario Secondary School Diploma with an embossed SHSM seal 
• an SHSM record documenting their achievement 
• formal recognition on their Ontario Student Transcript 
 
How do I get started? 
To register, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor to talk about your options. More 
information here: Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) | ontario.ca 
 

  Dual Credit 
 

 
What is a Dual Credit? 
Dual Credit is where you go to a college campus to earn both high school and college credit. You’ll be 
supervised and supported by a college instructor and the Dual Credit teacher at your school. The college 
instructor marks your work, and your grade goes on your college record and high school transcript.  
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/specialist-high-skills-major
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What is the benefit of getting a Dual Credit? 
It’s a great opportunity to see if college is right for you after you graduate high school, and get a head start 
on college or an apprenticeship. 
 
Doing a Dual Credit is free, including any textbooks you need and transportation to and from the college 
by public transit. 
 
How do I get started? 
To register, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor to talk about the course choices. 
 

School Within A College (SWAC) 
 

 
What is SWAC?  
SWAC is a program where you stay registered at your high school and go to classes at a local college. You 
get support at both places; your teachers and instructors will work together to support your learning and 
help you to be successful.  
 
 
What is the benefit of SWAC? 
It’s a great opportunity to see what it feels like to go to college, while earning at least 4 credits in one 
semester. You also get to use college services like workshops, campus amenities (library, gym, etc.), 
counselling and accessibility services. 
SWAC is free, including any textbooks you need and transportation to and from the college by public 
transit. Many SWAC graduates have gone on to enroll in a college program and find that having the SWAC 
experience helps them make the transition to post-secondary learning.  
 
How do I get started? 
To register, book an appointment with your guidance counsellor to talk about the referral process.  
 

Grants 
 
What are grants?  
Grants are amounts of money that are given to students by the government. These, along with tax 
benefits may be available to apprentices throughout their apprenticeship journey. They are different than 
loans because you do not have to pay them back. 
 
You can find a list of Federal and Provincial Grants and Tax Benefits here: 
https://www.supportontarioyouth.ca/apprentice-resources/ 

https://www.supportontarioyouth.ca/apprentice-resources/
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Inclusive Trade Programs 
 
There are specialty programs designed to support people who are under-represented in the trades and who may 
not feel comfortable in a traditional program. 
 
Women 
AECON Women in Trades Program: Range of trades roles, locations across Ontario 
 
Conestoga College Women in Skills Trades: General Carpenter Pre-Apprenticeship *For women 16 years 
and older (Waterloo) 
 
Fanshawe College Women in Trades 
 
Support Ontario Youth: Women in Trades Network: Offers a diverse range of supports for both future and 
current female apprentices, in the form of advice and information, career exploration, training, 
scholarships and financial support, guidance and mentorship and more 
 
The Redwood HVAC Technician: Women, 2-spirit, non-binary, and trans people who have been affected 
by gender-based violence (Toronto) 
 
We Are Welders Low-income women and non-binary applicants (Brantford) 
 
WIST:  Enhanced General Carpentry (Burlington) 
 
Women’s Enterprise Skills Training of Windsor: Offers unique training opportunities for women from 
Windsor-Essex and around the globe.  
 
YWCA: Terrazzo, Tile & Marble Setter (Toronto) 
 
Indigenous Peoples 
MIZIWE BIIK Aboriginal Employment and Training: 
 
Six Nations Polytechnic (Brantford): Open to both Indigenous and non-Indigenous learners, 
 

Construction Techniques 
Pre-Apprentice in Cooking 
Pre-Apprentice in General Machinist 
Pre-Apprentice in Welding 

 
Under Resourced Youth  
The examples below include youth who are low income, racialized, aged out of care, receiving 
government or social assistance, who live in community housing, who have had encounters with the 
justice system, among other barriers. 
 
BOLT: under resourced youth construction careers (GTA) 
 

https://www.aecon.com/womenintrades
https://www.conestogac.on.ca/fulltime/women-in-skilled-trades-wist-carpentry-and-residential-installations-pre-apprenticeship
https://www.fanshawec.ca/programs-and-courses/programs-type/apprenticeship/women-trades
https://www.supportontarioyouth.ca/women-in-trades/
https://theredwood.com/hvac-technician/
https://snpolytechnic.com/snptrades/we-are-welders-womens-program
https://www.centreforskills.ca/Skilled-Trades/Women-in-Skilled-Trades-Enhanced-General-Carpentr
https://www.westofwindsor.com/apprenticeship/
https://www.ywcatoronto.org/ourprograms/employmentandtraining/trades-and-technology-programs/becomeatilesetter
https://www.miziwebiik.com/
https://snpolytechnic.com/snptrades/construction-techniques
https://snpolytechnic.com/snptrades/pre-apprenticeship-cook
https://snpolytechnic.com/snptrades/pre-apprenticeship-machinist
https://snpolytechnic.com/snptrades/pre-apprenticeship-welder
https://boltonline.org/
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Hammer Heads: construction trades, reside in an under-resourced community in the Greater Toronto 
Area 
 
Support Ontario Youth: assist anyone 16+ with finding an apprenticeship, provide mentorship, support, 
and guidance throughout the apprenticeship journey. 
  
Newcomers 
Access Employment: Masonry. Delivered virtually with focus on York Region residents 
 
Centre for Skills:  home renovation or construction industry (Burlington) 
 
CPAC:  Pre-Apprenticeship Electrician Training, immigrants and youth from immigrant families 
(Scarborough)  
 
The Power of Trades (through YMCA): pre-employment training program for newcomers to Canada. 4-
week session with information and practical advice about finding and keeping a job in the skilled trades in 
Ontario followed by a 3-week work placement in the skilled trade of choice (Ottawa, Windsor, GTA, 
Hamilton/ Burlington/Brantford, Niagara, Waterloo) 
 
Everyone 
IBEW 353 Pathway for Women: Electrical trade training and job placement (Oshawa) *Open to all with a 
special welcome to women, Black youth, newcomers and Indigenous applicants, construction 
 
Nexgen Builders: Quick Start in Construction prepares those who want to work in construction trades to 
get ready with basic requirements and certifications 
*Open to all with a special welcome to women, Black youth, newcomers and Indigenous applicants, 
construction (Toronto) 
 
YWCA/Mohawk College: Electrician Construction & Maintenance, Refrigeration & Air Conditioning, 
General Carpenter Systems Mechanic (Hamilton) 
 

List of Trades by Sector 
 
There are over 140 different trades in Ontario all organized in four different categories: 1) Motive Power, 2) 
Service, 3) Construction, and 4) Industry. Each trade listed below is linked to its Skilled Trades Ontario 
page, where it describes the duties and responsibilities of the job, the breakdown of on-the-job and in-
school training, as well as its “Trade Report” that outlines the academic and skill requirements and, 
salary information.  

 - Red Seal Trades: allows you to work as a journeyperson anywhere in Canada 
 

- Compulsory Trade: registration as an apprenticeship is legally required 
 

  

https://www.hammerheadsprogram.com/apply-now
https://www.supportontarioyouth.ca/
https://accesemployment.ca/programs/bridging-and-sector-specific-programs/connecting-to-careers-in-construction
https://centreforskills.ca/skilled-trades/
https://cpac-canada.ca/electrician-pre-apprenticeship/
https://www.ymcaottawa.ca/employment-immigrant-services/pre-employment-skills-training-programs/power-of-trades/#:%7E:text=Power%20of%20Trades%20is%20a,at%20no%20cost%20to%20participant
http://electricpathway353.ca/
https://nexgenbuilders.ca/
https://www.mohawkcollege.ca/program-theme/skilled-trades-apprenticeship/future-apprentices/pre-apprenticeship-training-program
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0BMotive Power   

Trades  
 Agricultural Equipment Technician 

 Alignment and Brakes Technician 

 Auto Body and Collision Damage Repairer 

 Auto Body Repairer 

 Automotive Electronic Accessory Technician 

 Automotive Glass Technician 

 Automotive Painter 

 Automotive Service Technician 

 Heavy Duty Equipment Technician  

 Marine Engine Technician 
 Motive Power Machinist 

 Motorcycle Technician 

 Powered Lift Truck Technician 

 Recreation Vehicle Technician  

 Small Engine Technician 

 Transmission Technician 

 Truck and Coach Technician 

 Truck-Trailer Service Technician 

 Turf Equipment Technician 
 

1BService 
 

Trades  
 Aboriginal Child Development Practitioner 
 Agricultural — Dairy Herdsperson 
 Agricultural — Fruit Grower 
 Agricultural — Swine Herdsperson 

 Appliance Service Technician 

 Arborist 
 Assistant Cook 
 Baker 

 Baker-Patissier 

 Chef 
 Child and Youth Worker 
 Child Development Practitioner 

 Cook 

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/agricultural-equipment-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/alignment-and-brakes-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/auto-body-and-collision-damage-repairer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/auto-body-repairer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/automotive-electronic-accessory-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/automotive-glass-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/automotive-painter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/automotive-service-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/heavy-duty-equipment-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/marine-engine-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/motive-power-machinist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/motorcycle-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/powered-lift-truck-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/recreation-vehicle-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/small-engine-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/transmission-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/truck-and-coach-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/truck-trailer-service-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/turf-equipment-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/aboriginal-child-development-practitioner/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/agricultural-dairy-herdsperson/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/agricultural-fruit-grower/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/agricultural-swine-herdsperson/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/appliance-service-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/arborist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/assistant-cook/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/baker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/baker-patissier/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/chef/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/child-and-youth-worker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/child-development-practitioner/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/cook/
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 Developmental Services Worker 
 Educational Assistant 
 Electronic Service Technician 
 Gemsetter/Goldsmith 

* Hairstylist 

 Horse Groom 
 Horse Harness Maker 

 Horticultural Technician 

 Information Technology — Contact Centre Customer Service Agent 
 Information Technology — Contact Centre Sales Agent 
 Information Technology — Contact Centre Technical Support Agent 
 Information Technology — Hardware Technician 
 Information Technology — Network Technician 
 Institutional Cook 
 Micro Electronics Manufacturer 
 Native Clothing and Crafts Artisan 
 Network Cabling Specialist 

 Parts Technician 

 Retail Meat Cutter 
 Saddlery 
 Special Events Coordinator 
 Utility Arborist 

 
2BConstruction  

 
Trades  

 Architectural Glass and Metal Technician  

 Brick and Stone Mason 

 Cement (Concrete) Finisher  

 Concrete Pump Operator  

 Construction Boilermaker  

 Construction Craft Worker  

 Construction Millwright  

 Drywall Finisher and Plasterer  

 Drywall, Acoustic and Lathing Applicator  

 Electrician — Construction and Maintenance  

 Electrician — Domestic and Rural  

 Exterior Insulated Finish Systems Mechanic  

 Floor Covering Installer  

 General Carpenter  

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/developmental-services-worker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/educational-assistant/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/electronic-service-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/gemsettergoldsmith/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hairstylist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/horse-groom/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/horse-harness-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/horticultural-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/it-contact-centre-customer-service-agent/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/it-contact-centre-sales-agent/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/it-contact-centre-sales-agent/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/it-hardware-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/it-network-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/institutional-cook/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/micro-electronics-manufacturer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/native-clothing-and-crafts-artisan/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/network-cabling-specialist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/parts-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/retail-meat-cutter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/saddlery/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/special-events-coordinator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/utility-arborist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/architectural-glass-and-metal-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/brick-and-stone-mason/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/cement-concrete-finisher/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/concrete-pump-operator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/construction-boilermaker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/construction-craft-worker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/construction-millwright/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/drywall-finisher-and-plasterer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/drywall-acoustic-and-lathing-applicator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/electrician-construction-and-maintenance/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/electrician-domestic-and-rural/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/exterior-insulated-finish-systems-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/floor-covering-installer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/general-carpenter/
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 Hazardous Materials Worker  

 Heat and Frost Insulator  

 Heavy Equipment Operator — Dozer  

 Heavy Equipment Operator — Excavator  

 Heavy Equipment Operator —Tractor Loader Backhoe  

 Hoisting Engineer — Mobile Crane Operator 1  

 Hoisting Engineer — Mobile Crane Operator 2  

 Hoisting Engineer — Tower Crane Operator  

 Ironworker — Generalist  

 Ironworker — Structural and Ornamental  

 Native Residential Construction Worker  

 Painter and Decorator — Commercial and Residential  

 Painter and Decorator — Industrial  

 Plumber  

 Powerline Technician  

 Precast Concrete Erector  
 Precast Concrete Finisher  
 Refractory Mason  

 Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Systems Mechanic  

 Reinforcing Rodworker  

 Residential (Low Rise) Sheet Metal Installer  

 Residential Air Conditioning Systems Mechanic  

 Restoration Mason  

 Roofer  

 Sheet Metal Worker  

 Sprinkler and Fire Protection Installer  

 Steamfitter  

 Terrazzo, Tile and Marble Setter 
 

3BIndustry 
 

Trades  
 Bearings Mechanic  
 Blacksmith  

 
Cabinetmaker  

 Computer Numerical Control (CNC) Programmer  
 Die Designer  
 Draftsperson — Mechanical  
 Draftsperson — Plastic Mould Design 

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hazardous-materials-worker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/heat-and-frost-insulator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/heavy-equipment-operator-dozer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/heavy-equipment-operator-excavator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/heavy-equipment-operator-tractor-loader-backhoe/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hoisting-engineer-mobile-crane-operator-1/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hoisting-engineer-mobile-crane-operator-2/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hoisting-engineer-tower-crane-operator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/ironworker-generalist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/ironworker-structural-and-ornamental/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/native-clothing-and-crafts-artisan/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/painter-and-decorator-commercial-and-residential/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/painter-and-decorator-industrial/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/plumber/'
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/powerline-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/precast-concrete-erector/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/precast-concrete-finisher/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/refractory-mason/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/refrigeration-and-air-conditioning-systems-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/reinforcing-rodworker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/residential-low-rise-sheet-metal-installer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/residential-air-conditioning-systems-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/restoration-mason/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/roofer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/sheet-metal-worker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/sprinkler-and-fire-protection-installer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/steamfitter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/terrazzo-tile-and-marble-setter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/bearings-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/blacksmith/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/cabinetmaker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/computer-numerical-control-cnc-programmer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/die-designer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/draftsperson-mechanical/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/draftsperson-plastic-mould-design/
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 Draftsperson — Tool and Die Design  
 Electric Motor System Technician 
 Electrician (Signal Maintenance)  
 Elevating Devices Mechanic  
 Entertainment Industry Power Technician  
 Facilities Mechanic  
 Facilities Technician  

 
General Machinist  

 Hydraulic/Pneumatic Mechanic  

 
Industrial Electrician  

 
Industrial Mechanic Millwright 

 
Instrumentation and Control Technician  

 Light Rail Overhead Contact Systems Linesperson 
 Locksmith 
 Machine Tool Builder and Integrator  

 
Metal Fabricator (Fitter)  

 Mould Designer  
 Mould Maker  
 Mould or Die Finisher  
 Optics Technician (Lens and Prism Maker)  
 Packaging Machine Mechanic  
 Pattern Maker  
 Pressure Systems Welder  
 Process Operator — Food Manufacturing  
 Process Operator — Power  
 Process Operator — Refinery, Chemical and Liquid Processes 
 Process Operator — Wood Products  
 Railway Car Technician  
 Relay and Instrumentation Technician  
 Saw Filer/Fitter  
 Surface Blaster  
 Surface Mount Assembler  
 Thin Film Technician  
 Tool and Cutter Grinder  

 
Tool and Die Maker  

 Tool and Gauge Inspector  
 Tool/Tooling Maker  
 Tractor-Trailer Commercial Driver  
 Water Well Driller  

 
Welder 

 

 

 

 

https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/draftsperson-tool-and-die-design/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/electric-motor-system-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/electrician-signal-maintenance/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/elevating-devices-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/entertainment-industry-power-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/facilities-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/facilities-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/general-machinist/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/hydraulicpneumatic-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/industrial-electrician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/industrial-mechanic-millwright/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/instrumentation-and-control-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/light-rail-overhead-contact-systems-linesperson/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/locksmith/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/machine-tool-builder-and-integrator/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/metal-fabricator-fitter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/mould-designer/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/mould-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/mould-or-die-finisher/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/optics-technician-lens-and-prism-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/packaging-machine-mechanic/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/pattern-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/pressure-systems-welder/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/process-operator-food-manufacturing/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/process-operator-power/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/process-operator-refinery-chemical-and-liquid-processes/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/process-operator-wood-products/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/railway-car-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/relay-and-instrumentation-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/saw-filerfitter/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/surface-blaster/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/surface-mount-assembler/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/thin-film-technician/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/tool-and-cutter-grinder/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/tool-and-die-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/tool-and-gauge-inspector/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/tooltooling-maker/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/tractor-trailer-commercial-driver/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/water-well-driller/
https://www.skilledtradesontario.ca/trade-information/welder/
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A CALL TO ACTION! 

Share this guide! Help ensure that more students, parents, caregivers 
and others know that apprenticeships are not only possible but also 
accessible to childhood cancer and brain tumour survivors!  

                                                                                  

 

THE POGO SCHOOL AND WORK TRANSITIONS PROGRAM 
MEET THE TRANSITIONS TEAM 
STAY INFORMED BY JOINING OUR EMAIL LIST 

https://www.pogo.ca/programs-and-support/pogo-school-and-work-transitions-program/
https://www.pogo.ca/programs-and-support/pogo-school-and-work-transitions-program/pogo-school-and-work-transitions-program-team/
https://connect.pogo.ca/page/187695/subscribe/1?_gl=1*btomet*_ga*MjMwNzc4NTg5LjE3NzM4NjA3NjU.*_ga_2NYB4HEE01*czE3NzQ4OTkyMTckbzQkZzEkdDE3NzQ4OTkzMzkkajExJGwwJGgw
https://www.instagram.com/pogo4kids/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCf0DR6HFGOhoUX6sLt7g67A
https://www.facebook.com/PediatricOncologyGroupofOntario
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The Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario partners to achieve the best childhood cancer care 
system for children, youth, survivors, and their families in Ontario and beyond.  

 

Funded by the generosity of donors,  
The POGO School and Work Transitions Program supports survivors with a smoother transition 

from secondary school or from being off school or work to further education or employment. 

 

480 University Avenue, Suite 1014 

Toronto, ON M5G 1V2 

 

Tel: 416-592-1232 

Toll-free: 1-855-FOR POGO (367-7646) 

 

Email: transitions@pogo.ca 

www.pogo.ca 

 

 

© Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario, 2025 
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