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INTERLINK NURSES AND TRANSITIONS COUNSELLORS SERVE PATIENTS, FAMILIES, AND SURVIVORS ACROSS ONTARIO

OUR PARTNERS IN CANCER CARE

POGO Partner Hospitals diagnose and treat children (5)

POGO Interlink Nurses provide personalized, comprehensive nursing care to children �and families (16)

POGO Satellite Clinics in community hospitals bring care closer to home (9)

POGO AfterCare Clinics monitor survivors for long-term effects from cancer treatment (8)

POGO Transitions Counsellors support survivors as they transition to further �school or work (7)



3

A childhood cancer diagnosis is often just the beginning of a long and complex journey—one that doesn’t necessarily end 
when treatment does. Even when a child is declared cancer-free, the physical, emotional and day-to-day challenges can 
continue long after. And that’s why your support makes such a difference.

Because of you, families navigating childhood cancer were met with care, compassion and expertise every step of the way. 
Together, we expanded our reach across Ontario—growing care teams and enhancing programs and services. More families 
received support from the moment of diagnosis, more children accessed vital care closer to home, and more survivors 
received the support they need to plan for life after cancer.

“Ensuring the health and well-being of pediatric cancer survivors in Northern Ontario means more than just 
recovery; it’s about coordinating long-term care, vigilant monitoring for secondary cancers, and offering support 
that keeps them close to home. Together, we are helping and empowering every survivor to thrive with the 
resources they need, where they need them most.”

Tanya Hobson POGO Satellite Clinic Nurse & POGO AfterCare Case Manager, Health Sciences North

We introduced Ontario’s newest Childhood Cancer Care Plan—outlining system priorities for the next five years that we’ll 
advance in collaboration with our partners. All our work is grounded in a commitment to building on evidence, using data 
to guide planning and analysis, and sharing knowledge with care teams across the province—strengthening a childhood 
cancer care system that is evidence-informed, equitable and responsive, now and into the future.

Every step of this work is possible because of you—our donors, government, partners, volunteers and champions. Together, 
we’re building a stronger, more connected childhood cancer care system across Ontario. Thank you for being an essential 
part of this progress.

With heartfelt thanks,

Lauren Ettin
CEO

Donna Johnston
Medical Director

OUR CEO & MEDICAL DIRECTOR
A message from
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POGO provides wraparound support such as expert nursing care in 
hospital and at home through the Interlink Nursing Program, treatment 
closer to home through our Satellite Clinics and financial relief through 
our Financial Assistance Program.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
POGO INTERLINK NURSE ROLE 

FAMILY SUPPORT

By optimizing services that can take place in community hospitals across 
Ontario, we are making the childhood cancer journey easier by bringing care 

closer to home for families.”

Dr. Charmaine van Schaik 
Chief of Staff, Southlake Health; Vice-Chair, POGO Board of Directors

POGO Satellite 
Clinics delivered 

expert care in 6,500 
visits, allowing 

families to remain in 
their communities 

and stay connected 
to vital support 

networks.  

Your donations 
helped POGO 
provide over 
$650,000 in 

financial support to 
over 780 families, 
covering everyday 

costs beyond 
medical care.

POGO Interlink 
Nurses provided 

essential support to 
over 1,000 families 

across Ontario, 
guiding them 

through treatment 
at home, school 

and hospital.

https://www.pogo.ca/programs-support/patient-care-programs/interlink-nursing-program/
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When Mallika was born, we thought she was just a fussy baby. She cried every night, and 
we took turns holding her upright while sleeping on the couch. Several visits to walk-in 
clinics indicated she had colic. But when she stopped having wet diapers and bowel 
movements, we knew it was something more serious.

At just two months old Mallika was diagnosed with stage 4 rhabdomyosarcoma. Her 
treatment began almost immediately—aggressive chemotherapy that had us constantly 
travelling to downtown Toronto, me with no income and bills piling up.

Our POGO Interlink Nurse connected us to POGO’s Financial Assistance Program and 
handled the paperwork during a time when everything felt overwhelming. On her 
regular visits to our home, she always took time to check in on our older daughter, 
Ashwana, to make sure she was coping with her sister being sick and her parents being 
away so often at the hospital.

Eventually, we were able to move part of Mallika’s care to the POGO Satellite Clinic at 
Scarborough Health Network. Being close to home meant we could sleep in our own 
beds, spend more time with Ashwana, and bring Mallika in for her daily chemotherapy 
without the added pressure of a long commute. The Satellite Clinic is a warm and 
welcoming environment and the nurses became like family—they knew her well, noticed 
small changes and helped us through some scary moments, including a serious episode 
of dehydration.

Mallika has had surgery to remove her bladder and now needs daily catheterization, 
which means we have to use a tube to keep her wounds from closing. When she turns 
five, doctors plan to create a neobladder—a surgically constructed bladder to help 
restore some normal function. Despite all she’s faced, she’s full of energy and steadily 
catching up on her milestones.

Mallika rang the bell at the clinic to mark the end of treatment. Our POGO nurse cried. 
We cried. After everything we’d been through, it felt like we could finally breathe.

By Ruveena Mariathas

FACING STAGE 4 
CANCER AT JUST 
TWO MONTHS OLD
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Many childhood cancer survivors face complications from the disease, 
surgery or intensive treatment. POGO AfterCare Clinics support them 
into adulthood through ongoing health monitoring. POGO Transitions 
Counsellors help survivors get the support they need to finish high 
school and move on to post-secondary and employment.

MEET THE POGO  
TRANSITIONS TEAM

SURVIVOR CARE

I am incredibly proud that TD Securities Underwriting Hope has supported POGO’s 
School and Work Transitions Program for eight years. This initiative plays a vital role 

in empowering childhood cancer survivors, helping them navigate the path to education 
and meaningful employment. Knowing that our support helps young survivors achieve 
their goals and build bright futures is truly rewarding. POGO’s commitment to supporting 
young patients, survivors and their families at every stage of the cancer journey is what 
makes their work so essential.” 

Andrew G. Phillips  
Deputy Chair, TD Securities

315 childhood 
cancer survivors 

took their first step 
into long-term 

follow-up care at 
a POGO AfterCare 

Clinic.

POGO added 
a Transitions 
Counsellor to 

support clients at 
our new AfterCare 
Clinic in Sudbury.

With your help, close to 
550 young survivors 

had the opportunity to 
access 1-1 counselling 
to help them bridge 

high school to 
higher education or 

employment.

https://www.pogo.ca/programs-support/survivor-care/transitions-school-work-counselling/pogo-transitions-team/
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My name is Angie Lee, and I am a three-time cancer survivor, two-time bone 
marrow transplant recipient, double lung transplant recipient and stroke survivor. 
I’ve been fighting for my life since I was 11 years old. More recently, I’ve also had 
to fight for my future. Thanks to the unwavering support of my POGO Transitions 
Counsellor, I achieved a dream that was nearly crushed: passing the GED test and 
earning my high school equivalency.

In 2008, I was a healthy, athletic kid when I was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia. Cancer took me out of school and away from my friends. 
After years of treatment and devastating complications (including pneumonia, 
pancreatitis, cataracts, gall bladder removal, graft-versus-host disease and 
avascular necrosis leading to a total hip replacement), finishing high school felt 
like a distant dream. But deep down, I wanted more than survival, I wanted to 
prove that I could still learn, grow and achieve the things I dreamed of. I set my 
sights on earning my GED before the program ended in Canada, and with the 
support of my POGO Transitions Counsellor, Sharon, I got to work.

Sharon encouraged me every step of the way. When I was turned away from a test 
centre and accused of using a fake ID—after months of preparation and travelling 
across Ontario to write the exams—I was devastated. I thought I’d lost my chance.

But Sharon didn’t give up. She wrote a letter on hospital letterhead, advocated 
for me like family and found someone willing to listen. Just days before the GED 
program shut down, I was given one final chance to write—and I passed, with my 
highest score yet.

I was the last person in Canada to earn a GED.

This achievement is so much more than a piece of paper. It’s proof that I am 
capable of rising above everything I’ve faced. I couldn’t have done it without 
POGO. They believed in me when it mattered most.

By Angie Lee

FIGHTING FOR 
MY FUTURE
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POGO’s impact extends beyond Ontario. Our registry data, research 
partnerships and clinical guidelines—endorsed by leading organizations 
like the Children’s Oncology Group and the Multinational Association 
for Supportive Care in Cancer—are helping shape childhood cancer care 
globally and improve access to better treatment for children.

POGO’s Guidelines Program has transformed pediatric cancer care, setting a global 
benchmark for evidence-based supportive care. Their guidelines have catalyzed 

change internationally, guiding jurisdictions, institutions, and clinicians in evaluating and 
improving their supportive care practices. Thanks to POGO, children with cancer in 
Ontario and around the world are experiencing a better quality of life.”

Dr. Lee Dupuis  
Chair, POGO CINV guideline series; Clinical Pharmacist and Clinician Scientist,  
The Hospital for Sick Children

POGO GUIDELINES SET THE 
GOLD STANDARD

GLOBAL REACH 

POGO’s work to 
advance childhood 

cancer care was shared 
around the world 

through 9 academic 
journal articles, 

reaching healthcare 
leaders internationally.

POGO contributed Ontario’s 
childhood cancer data 

to an international study 
led by the World Health 

Organization—supporting 
researchers around the world 
as they work to understand 
and prevent second cancers 

in survivors.

POGONIS* (POGO’s
Childhood Cancer

Database) supported
40 requests for data to
drive system planning, 

policy development 
and research.

*Unmatched in the  world, POGONIS contains nearly 40 years of population-based standardized and 
comprehensive data on demographic, diagnosis, treatment and outcomes of children with cancer in Ontario.

https://www.pogo.ca/healthcare/clinical-practice-guidelines/
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Cancer treatment saves lives, but it can also cause tough side effects—especially for 
children. In a Canadian study, 99% of hospitalized children receiving cancer treatment 
experienced at least one bothersome symptom and 60% experienced at least one severely 
bothersome symptom.1 These symptoms are more than uncomfortable—they can interfere 
with a child’s ability to eat, sleep and heal. In some cases, if side effects become too severe, 
cancer treatment itself may need to be delayed or adjusted, potentially leading to worse 
outcomes. That’s why supportive care—the kind that helps patients manage the challenges of 
treatment—is so essential.

POGO’s evidence-based guidelines for chemotherapy-induced 
nausea and vomiting (CNIV), published in Pediatric Blood & Cancer, 
have changed the landscape of care in Ontario and have been 
adopted globally. Hospitals adapt these guidelines to make side 
effects less bothersome for children, making treatment journeys 
safer and less distressing. 

“The POGO nausea and vomiting guideline suite has provided the basis of our national 
clinical guidelines since 2018 and prompted great discussion and development of treatment 
across the UK.”  
 
Bob Phillips, BMBCh, PhD, University of York/Hull-York Medical School, UK

Through POGO’s leadership in supportive care, children are receiving therapy that not 
only treats their cancer but protects their well-being along the way. Thanks to the ongoing 
support of our community, POGO continues to be a trusted voice in improving childhood 
cancer care and minimizing the burden of treatment for every child.

1Dupuis 2018; JNCI J Natl Cancer Inst.

How Supportive Care Guidelines Make a Difference

HELPING KIDS FEEL 
BETTER DURING 
CANCER TREATMENT

M
O S T  R E A D

M
O S T  C I T E D

PEDIATRIC 
BLOOD 

& CANCER

Journal of
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Pediatric oncology is a rapidly advancing field. POGO leads the way 
in educating pediatric oncology professionals, ensuring healthcare 
teams stay at the top of their field.

CHECK OUT POGO’S VIRTUAL 
EDUCATION EVENTS

ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE

The POGO Symposium was an incredibly impactful, motivating and enriching 
experience for me as a medical trainee. It offered an invaluable opportunity to 

network with a variety of experts in the field including physicians, researchers, nurses and 
social workers who were all extremely dedicated to advancing pediatric oncology care from 
a multitude of perspectives. Engaging with these experts offered important insights on the 
diverse needs of children with cancer and the collaborative efforts required to meet them.”

Alexa Moschella 
POGO Symposium Bursary Recipient

AfterCare Education 
Day drew over 

100 participants, 
shaping the future of 

survivorship care.

More than 200 
healthcare 

professionals tuned 
into POGO’s 

expert-led education 
webinars on critical 
childhood cancer 

topics.

More than 200 
healthcare 

professionals 
gathered for the 2024 

Multidisciplinary 
Symposium on 

Childhood Cancer.

https://www.pogo.ca/education/virtual-education/
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Every year, POGO’s education events bring together healthcare professionals, researchers, 
patients, survivors and system leaders to share the latest evidence and best practices in 
childhood cancer care.

Our 2024 Symposium featured engaging panels, lived experience storytelling and the 
latest in survivorship and clinical research. POGO AfterCare Education Day deepened 
knowledge around long-term effects of childhood cancer and support strategies. One of 
our clinical practice guidelines published this year was featured in a webinar attended by 
169 participants from 31 countries. And the POGO Nursing Committee led three standout 
webinars addressing fatigue in young people with cancer; sleep disruptions in pediatric 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia; and the unique needs of adolescents and young adults 
navigating cancer. 

DRIVING EXCELLENCE 
ACROSS THE CARE 
CONTINUUM



12

Our sincerest gratitude to our donors for their dedication to championing 
kids’ cancer care. A special thank you to those who have committed to 
POGO with a multi-year agreement, indicated below with an asterisk*.WITH GRATITUDE 

Visionary $200,000-$299,999 Partners $10,000-$24,999 Catalysts $5,000-$9,999

Champion $100,000-$199,999

Leaders $25,000-$49,999

The Slaight Family Foundation* Aecon Group Inc.
Alexion Pharma Canada Corp.
Amexon Property Management
Amgen Canada
Aretec Wealth Inc.
BWXT Medical Ltd.
ECNG Energy Group
Formula Brands Inc.
Garron Family Cancer Centre
Google Inc.
Hayden’s Hope Foundation
J.P. Bickell Foundation
Jones Lang LaSalle
Kindred Foundation
Larry and Judy Tanenbaum Family Foundation
LifeLabs
NPX
Thomas & Regina Seidel
Servier Canada Inc.
TMX Group

Alectra Inc.
Dean & Cherry Colling*
Del Industrial Metals Inc.
Derek & Jennifer Phillips
The Don and Joan Walker Family Charitable 	
    Trust
Elzbieta Wilimowski
Framatome Canada Ltd.
Franco DiMarco
Gateway Freight Systems Inc.
Gilles Cinq-Mars & Charmaine van Schaik
iA Financial Group
INTECH Risk Management Inc.
IoM Media Ventures Inc.
Jake Irwin
Jeff Oberman
Jennifer Lomax & David Tait
John & Rebecca McKenzie
LABOR-INC
LBJ Family Foundation
Neil & Carita Sheehy
Peter & Teresa van Schaik
Provincial Building & Construction Trades 		
    Council of Ontario
The Ross & Trevail Family
Rubicon Publishing Inc.

Bruce Power*

Desjardins Insurance*
First Avenue Investment Counsel & EMBLEM Developments*
Freedom International Brokerage Company
Jazz Pharmaceuticals Canada
LiUNA Local 183
The Melman & Yakobson Families
Society of United Professionals, IFPTE 160
TD Bank Group
TD Securities Underwriting Hope Fund

POGO is the advisor to the provincial government on childhood cancer. Thank you to the 
Ontario government for your investments in POGO and the childhood cancer care system. 
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Donors recognized in this roster made contributions of $500 or greater to POGO between April 1, 2024 and March 31, 2025. The Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario publishes this 

list in order to recognize the generosity of the individuals, corporations, foundations and third-party events that support our charitable programs. We regret any unintended errors or 

omissions. In the event of an error or omission, please contact the POGO fundraising department at fundraising@pogo.ca or 416-592-1232.

WITH GRATITUDE 

Benefactors $1,000-$4,999

1602052 Ontario Ltd.
Alan Postma
Alex Aronec
Amy Estill
Angela McCart
Anthony Niro
The BLG Foundation
Brian & Julie Heckendorn
Brian Healey
Brock Solutions Inc.
Chloe Allaham
Chris Paliare & Eva Marszewski Foundation
CIBC
Claudio Martellacci
Colleen Cosby
Cory Freedman
Daniel Tecimer
Darryl Viegas & Jeanette Reyes
Dave Platel
David & Margaret Bailey
David & Lenore Hawkey
Debbie Ford
Ellen & Warren Stigter
Erla Juravsky
Fergus Lions Club
Fred & Catherine Purvis
The Fuller Giving Foundation
Gauruv Lall
Gerald & Joanne White
Graeme & Mary White

Harvey Kalles Real Estate Charitable Fund
Heather Ross
Hema Kapadia
Ila Thomas
James & Jenny Scongack
Janet Rosenberg
Jarrod Baker
Jason Horrell
Joe DeSario
John Esplen
John H. Watson
John MacInnes
Kash Pashootan
Kelly Griffiths
Ken Cross
Kenneth Edgar
Kinch McConnell
Laura Wheaton
Lauren Tolhurst
Lee de Lang
Leonardo Converso
Lisa Cummings
Lisa Milroy
Lyne Beauregard
Magdalene Poon
Manulife Financial
Marjorie Fisher
Mark & MaryAnn Dowdell
Melinda Montoya
Meliza Wepee

Michael Byers
Michael McFaul
Michelle Johnston
Mitch & Linda Stevenson
Nicanor Montoya
Norbert Knutel
Paul Harper
Paul Spafford
Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux
The Philip & Fannie Smith Foundation
Philippe Tardif & Christine Moss
RBC Dominion Securities - Toronto East Branch
Rick Crawford
Robin Gould-Soil
Rockwood & District Lions Club
Sandra Kopschinsky
Scott Waters
Sharon Grosman
Shawn Blainey
Shawn Doucette
Stephanie O’Donnell
Steve & Carla Milner
Sue MacDonald
Thu Nga Trinh
Timothy & Kim Austin
Ugo Morresi
Warren Tomlin
Wongs’ Association of Ontario
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WITH GRATITUDE 

Ambassadors $500-$999

Community Events

Adam Stillman | Akanksha Vatsa | Alex Ferguson | Amine Ismail | Andrew Hill | Andrew Sliasas | Barbara Henderson | Brent & Carolyn Hutzal | Brett Lindros | Carlo Marrello | 
Carlos Jesus Caro | Carol Winter | Chenxi Li | Chris Bacon | Chris Gee | Chris Tebo | Christie Love Thomas | Christine Bisch | Conrad Hewitt | Craig Shepherd | Craig Wahl | Daniel 
Beaudreau | Daniel Sinclair | Danny Tito | David Fleck | Dawn Maddix | Denise Mills | Di Qiu | Diane Lesniewski | Dieu Ly | Donna Johnston | Dorian Munk | Emily Aitken | Emily 
Luong | Fernando Tito | Francy Kussner | George Zimakas | Gerd Warkus | Heather Lawless | iA Clarington Investments | Ian Kennedy | Dr. Ian Wilson | Intact Insurance | Jacquelyn 
Saad | Janet McQueenie | Jared Scott | Jessica Fernandes | Joan Green | John Pefanis | Jonathan Beardall | Judith Bando | Justin Sanchez | Karen M. Habersky | Karen Smith | 
Karrie McFee | Kate Taylor | Katerina Gordon | Katherine Gurney | Kathy Hoegler | Katie Buchnea | Kirsten Wilbur | Kitchener Oktoberfest Lions Club Inc. | K-W Community Spirit 
Lions Club | Leah Boyd | Leahann Landry | Lions Club of Verona, In Trust | Lisa Brown | Mairlyn Smith | Marilyn Gibson | Mark Gayowsky | Marlies Van Tol | Martha Marx | Maryanne 
Murphy | Matt Picken | Meir Rotenberg & Sharon Wolfe Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto | Michael Furtner | Michael George | Michael Oreskovich | 
Michael Parenteau | Michael Speziale | Mike Guirgis | Monique Ingleson | Natalie Tasse | Olivia You | OnPharm-United | Pascal Belanger | Pat Jeffers | Paul Paletta | Pearl Schusheim | 
Rabindranauth Doobay | Raman Dua | Raymond Kessler | Rebecca Caron | Remote Law Canada | Robert Davies | Roi Eclarin | The Rotary Club of Brampton | Rotary International 
District 7080 | Sachi Nanda | Sam Solecki | Sarah Broad | Saurabh Pandey | Scott Reynolds | Shariq Lodhi | Shirlene Chan | South Wellington Community Lions Club | St. George 
Lions Club | Stephanie Privitera Patterson | Steven Kulley | Studio Forma Cabinetry | Sue Jean Chung | Dr. Sumit Gupta | Susan Carver | Suzanne Hoy | Taylor Kimberley | Tej Hira | 
Todd Weisberg | Trillium Mutual Insurance Company | Turker Sokullu | Valerie McDonald | VanDuzen Fence and Post | Vesa Uotila | Vicki Power | Waratah Capital Advisors Ltd. | 
Xichao Jia | Yan You

$100,000-$199,999
Kitchener Kids with Cancer Run & Walk

$50,000-$99,999
PUMA Toronto Women’s Run Series

$25,000-$49,999
Branksome Hall - So You Think You Clan Dance 
Google Canada Giving Week 

$10,000-$24,999
Factory Shoe Kitchener Fundraiser 
Kitchener Rangers - Clarky’s Kids 

$5,000- $9,999	
Golden Warriors Yoga 
LIVEWELL Swing Against Cancer - For Kids 
Rangers Reach – Kitchener Rangers Community Fund 

$1,000 - $4,999
Hudson College Pajamas & Pancakes 
Kian’s Skate for POGO 
Listowel Lions Branch Club Pajamas & Pancakes 
Mount Forest Lions Club Dance for the Cure 
Narwhal Boutique Fundraiser 
Ottawa Corporate Cup 
Rockwood & District Lions Club
The Sweetest Thing Fundraiser 
Switzer-Carty Employees 50/50 Draw 

Tri Delta Toronto Alumnae
Veritas Foundation Buddies Annual Golf 		
    Tournament

$500-$999
Donald A. Wilson Secondary School Fundraising 	
    Event 
Forest Glen Public School Pretzels for POGO 
Gold Standard Project 
Mackage Fundraiser 
Rotary International District 7080 
Streetsville Interact Rotary Club Fundraiser 
Via Pilates Fundraiser 
Yellow Moon Mouse Children’s Campaign



CONNECT WITH POGO

At the heart of our work is a model that’s unique in the pediatric 
cancer care system—one that blends the stability of government 
collaboration with the power of donor generosity. As a nonprofit 
with charitable status, we are trusted by government to offer expert 
guidance on childhood cancer care. Donor support fuels our ability 
to act quickly, fill urgent gaps and deliver critical programs—ranging 
from research and education initiatives to wraparound programs 
like financial assistance and survivorship care. Whether funding 
comes from public or private sources, it ensures that children with 
cancer and their families receive the comprehensive support they 
need, when they need it most.

RESPONDING TO 
EVOLVING NEEDS 

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT POGO’S 
ROLE IN THE CHILDHOOD 

CANCER SYSTEM

Visit: www.pogo.ca 
Email: fundraising@pogo.ca 
Donate: www.pogo.ca/donate 
Charitable Registration #: 871067245RR0001

          @POGO4Kids
             @PediatricOncologyGroupofOntario

https://www.pogo.ca/about-us/


16

THANK YOU!
Your support means children and 
youth with cancer, survivors and 
their families are cared for. 
Every step of the way. 
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