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Childhood Cancer
Survivorship:
Creating socially
awkward situations
since the 1980s




Workshop Goals

 Group Discussion and Brainstorm Around
Potentially Awkward Situations
- Dating and Intimate Relationships
- Friendships
- Higher Education and the Workplace
- Miscellaneous

* Planning Where to Go From Here

- Turn those awkward moments and any “excess baggage” into a
toolkit of tips and tricks for the best approaches and
responses

- Identities in, out of and combined with your childhood cancer
experience

- Maintaining new and old connections with other adult
childhood cancer survivors who “get it”







Dating and Intimate Relationships

Telling a dating partner about your cancer experience

e

Unknown (or known) fertility status

Intimacy, appearances and different abilities




Dating and Intimate Relationships

Discuss the awkward situations or experiences with
your group

—

e How did you feel? How did you respond or deal with it?

e Asagroup decide on one awkward situation and the
best response, and write it on your piece of paper




Friendships

* Relating to other people your age who have not
experienced cancer

* When, what, how or if to tell people?
* Social situations

e Feeling out of place

e Bad jokes and comments
e Missed childhood experiences
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* Discuss the awkward situations or experiences with your

group
e How did you feel? How did you respond or deal with it?

Friendships

e Asa group decide on one awkward situation and the best
response, and write it on your piece of paper
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Higher Education and the Workplace

* Disclosure
e How, when, to whom?

* Accessing extra supports or accommodation at
work/school

* Nosy coworkers/classmates




Higher Education and the Workplace

* Discuss the awkward situations or experiences with
your group
e How did you feel? How did you respond or deal with it?

e Asagroup decide on one awkward situation and the
best response, and write it on your piece of paper




Miscellaneous

* Anything and everything else!
* Discuss the awkward situations or experiences with
your group
e How did you feel? How did you respond or deal with it?

e Asa group decide on one awkward situation and the
best response, and write it on your piece of paper




Where Do We Go From Here?
* Self Identity:

e Asan adult childhood cancer survivor
e Qutside of being a childhood cancer survivor
e Combining old and new experiences and identities
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Where Do We Go From Here?

* Toolkit of resources - turning “baggage” into new and
improved luxury bag wear

e Tricks and tips for navigating awkward situations and
conversations
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Where Do We Go From Here?
Keeping in Touch

Let’s be socially
awkward together




Final Thoughts:

Remember...
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