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At the age of 10, Joshua Brunelle can school you on                     
chemotherapy, lumbar punctures, blood transfusions and intra-
muscular injections. He can describe “roid rage”, extreme fatigue 
and what it is like to lose all of your hair—twice. And if you like, he 
can give you a tour of a couple of the best children’s cancer     
treatment centres in Ontario. 
 

Joshua has acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 
 

Joshua had been complaining of sore legs and bruising when his 
mom Lisa decided to take him to the hospital in Midland. He was 
transferred to Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital in Orillia then SickKids 
in Toronto and diagnosed with cancer the following day. 

 
 

“We were out strawberry picking. I kissed my other three kids and my husband David goodbye and 
said we would see them later that night. Little did we know that Joshua and I would not return 
home for more than a month. Friends and family helped take care of Joshua’s siblings and David 
made the trip into Toronto several times each week. To this day, our youngest child still makes us 
promise we are coming back every time we leave her.” 
 

Joshua began his three-year treatment protocol at SickKids the summer after grade 3. All-day car 
trips and overnights in Toronto became part of a “new normal” for the family. Joshua’s condition 
has since improved. He is now able to decrease the number of long trips and instead be monitored 
at the POGO Satellite Clinic in Orillia at Soldiers’ Memorial. This network of seven clinics across the 
province allows kids to receive their care closer to home, from a team of professionals who       
understand the treatment they’ve already received and how to aid in their long-term recovery. 
When the Brunelles do need to spend time at SickKids, POGO provides financial assistance for the 
out-of-pocket expenses they incur, including accommodation, food and babysitting. 
 

Support from family and friends is key to the young patient’s recovery, but kids are often confused 
and don’t know how to “be” with their sibling or classmate. Sibling support and school                 
reintegration is another role that POGO plays during a child’s cancer treatment.  
 

Although he has a few learning challenges—a direct result of the very treatments that saved 
him— Joshua is back at school with special accommodations and there is a bit more of a routine in 
the Brunelle family household. 
 

When asked if his cancer is cured, Joshua simply replies, “It will be all gone when I am in grade 7.” 
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Nearly 3,000 Ontario 

survivors struggle 
with learning        

challenges related to 
their disease and/or      

treatment. POGO 
counsellors worked 
with 290 of them to 
help them achieve 

their academic goals.  

 

POGO fellow,            
Dr. Furqan Shaikh, 

studied the feasibility 
of using ultrasound to 

allow for more         
accurate lumbar  
punctures (spinal 
taps), the most     

common procedure in  
pediatric oncology .  

 

Unraveling the      
Mysteries of         

Transplantation       
was the topic of the 
POGO Symposium. 

Ontario  has the     
opportunity to be at 
the forefront of this 

fascinating field.  

 
POGO  donors helped 
us to distribute over 

$835,000 to 991    
families in Ontario            

to help pay for        
out-of-pocket costs 

such as food,          
accommodation and 

babysitting.  

 

 Looking Ahead, the most urgent areas in need over the next year and into the near future are: 
 

1. Financial assistance to families—to bridge a $50,000 gap 
2. Earlier academic intervention—to address the learning challenges of cancer patients younger than high school age   
3. The POGO Research Unit—to expand its capacity by $150,000 to create an operating grant competition that encourages       

multidisciplinary research across each of the fields of quality of life, health economics and survivorship 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE POGO Gala and After Party April 20, 2013     

Talking openly about cancer reduces fears and encourages 
discussion about citizenship and helping others in need. 

“Can I Catch Cancer?” answers some of the questions 
POGO Interlink Nurses address on a regular basis          

when talking to kids.  You can download this useful PDF on 
the POGO homepage: www.pogo.ca 

With just a few clicks, you can

Organize yOur child’s
next birthday party 

 

kids get tO chOOse
their gifts

and suppOrt
kids with cancer

Guests contribute online instead of bringing presents to the 
party. Half of the money raised goes to POGO and half toward 

the gifts your child wants. Remember to click on the POGO 
button when choosing your charity.

@



 

 POGO has been very fortunate to be the beneficiary of the following events in 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

The Cadillac Fairview Run/Walk for POGO (April 2012) raised close to 
$250,000 for POGO! This is not just a race—kids, parents, grandparents and 
family pets come out to do the 5K/10K run and walk and enjoy the post-race 
bbq. Bookmark www.cfrun.ca for details about the 2013 event.   

 

Through the generous support of sponsors, participants, donors and volunteers, Coast to 
Coast Against Cancer Foundation ensures that 100% of all donations from their inside ride 
events are distributed to worthy causes. Coast to Coast’s multi-year commitment of         
$1.6 million to POGO’s family assistance and survivorship programs provides sustainable 
funding and helps deliver crucial services to patients, their families and survivors of         
childhood cancer.  

Toronto Women set 
the pace! With three 
walk/runs over the 
course of the year, 
TO Women’s Runs 
has raised $50,000 
for POGO.  

Check out what we’ve been up to since the spring 

 

POGO’s schoolyard chalk campaign expanded 
to include more than 72 schools, community 
groups and hospital partners across Ontario. 
Thousands of young people created messages 
of hope and inspiration to encourage their 
peers in cancer treatment. A number of schools 
used the opportunity to fundraise for POGO. 
More than $8,900 was raised by schools and 
other activity during the September campaign.  

The annual POGO GALA 
raised $700,000 net 

POGO feels very fortunate to be the         
beneficiary of Fallen Rock Productions for 
the seventh year in a row. This year’s         
The Rocky Horror Show was a SMASH hit and 
just closed in early November. By the closing 
date of last year’s show, more than $350,000 
had been raised over the years to provide 
much needed subsidies to families with a 
child in cancer treatment.  

 
 

Joshua's Journey Annual Golf Tournament $19,000 
Tri Kids Triathlon Series $17,000 

Manulife Running for Your Future $10,000 
Kitchener Rangers Clarky’s Kids $9,000 

2nd Annual Taya Marie Flores Walk/Run $9,000 
Josh Nap Memorial Baseball Tournament $6,500 

10th Annual Leo Baeck Get Up & Go for POGO Run $5,500 
KLOCS Hockey $4,000 

3rd Annual Friends Who Care Run $3,000 
Canadian Pacific Annual BBQ $2,200 

Parry Sound Dragon Boat Race—Team "Mamma Dragons" $2,100 

For the  4th year in a row,     
proceeds from the CIBC Miracle 
Day go to support POGO     
families, bringing the total    
support to POGO up to 
$240,000! 



Thank you to our community partners 

      

 

YOUR DOLLARS AT WORK 

 

Honour your friends and Honour your friends and 
family with a gift to POGOfamily with a gift to POGO  

 

It’s easy! Just go online and choose  
In Honour of Donation  

on the POGO donation page. 

Think of POGO for your Think of POGO for your 
end of year donationend of year donation  

All donations received by end of day 
December 31st, 2012 will receive a 

2012 tax receipt. 

Purchase POGO              Purchase POGO              
holiday cards holiday cards   

You can buy in sets of ten or make a     
donation and let us send your     

holiday cards for you.  
To learn more contact Clark at x. 233 

 

Donate online today 
It’s easy, convenient  

and secure!  
Just go to www.pogo.ca 

 

EventsEvents  
 

Organize your own sporting or special 
event, or take part in one of ours. 

 

Party DonationsParty Donations  
 

The perfect solution for the couple/kid/
host or hostess who has everything.     
Register your event with us and we’ll     

report all donations in                                
honour of your special day. 

 

KidKid--Friendly FundraiserFriendly Fundraiser  
 

At school or in your neighbourhood,  
Get Up & Go For POGO! promotes        

community service and physical fitness 
for your budding philanthropist, AND 

there is a handy manual                              
to get you started. 

 

Use our online tools  
They make sending  invitations, raising 

money and issuing tax receipts quick and 
easy. Find out more about how you can 

help at www.pogo.ca/ways-to-help. 

Three things you can do  
this holiday season 

Fundraise all year round 

Print partner Media partner Promotional partner Print Partner Promotional Partner


