
“My little sister was just a baby 
when I g ot cancer. She couldn’t 
come to the hospital very often.  
I was so happy that my mom 
and dad could be there with 
me because POGO helped my 
family pay for babysitting.”
Survivor, age 7



“Working together as POGO, the 
professional childhood cancer 
care community strives to provide 
the best possible system of care 
and support for children with 
cancer and their families.  We 
are there for children, their 
families and care professionals  
during difficult times of treatment 
and in the years after, when 
survivors may face complications 
from the disease and the treatment 
that saved their lives.  The caregivers, 
experts, families and survivors who 
sit at POGO planning tables know 
how long and difficult the journey
can be and the challenges that 
children with cancer face,  so we 
are there for them at every 
step along the path.” 
Corin Greenberg, Executive Director, POGO



“Our daughter was barely two months old 
when our 3-year-old son was diagnosed with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. We were shell-
shocked; we didn’t know where to turn. From 
that first week we were in the hospital, POGO 
was there. I can’t tell you how helpful it was to 
have people come to us rather than us have to 
go looking for support. I was on maternity leave 
and the financial support provided through 
POGO was an incredible help.”   - Parent

Thanks to many of you, last year, POGO was 
able to distribute $824,000 to 930 Ontario 
families. This financial support was augmented 
by the generosity of the Marriott, Hilton and 
Westin hotels and their staff who helped to 
provide more than 600 complimentary nights 
for many of the families in need. In addition, 
Globalive provided YAK long-distance calling 
cards for families to stay in touch with loved 
ones while they are away from home with their 
child in hospital.

POGO gratefully acknowledges the generous 
support of the following organizations: 
Canadian Cancer Society – Ontario Division, 
Fallen Rock Productions, members of the 
POGO Leadership Connection, RBC Foundation, 
CIBC Children’s Foundation, Scotiabank 
Group, Clarky’s Kids, Grocery Foundation, TD 

Securities Underwriting Hope Charity Auction, 
the participants in the Eclipse Gym Spinathon, 
and the growing list of individuals, and other 
corporations and foundations that support this 
program.  POGO is also very proud to welcome 
Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation as 
the lead sponsor of POFAP, POGO’s financial 
assistance to families program.
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POFAP

Providing financial support to families, 
from diagnosis through treatment

When a child is diagnosed with cancer, it affects the well-being of the whole 
family.  Many parents report feeling isolated and unsure of their next move. 
POGO ensures that that there are social supports in place for families beyond 
the hospital, beyond just treatment. 

“My little sister was just a baby 
when I got cancer. She couldn’t 
come to the hospital very often.  
I was so happy that my mom 
and dad could be there with 
me because POGO helped my 
family pay for babysitting.”
Survivor, age 7



Victor Okeowo presented with the 
Xerox scholarship for SAVTI clients at the 
George Brown College Student Achievement and Awards Lunch

“The effects of cancer and cancer 
treatment may affect the quality of 

life of survivors, but even two people 
that had the same illness and the 

exact same treatment can present 
with different issues later in life. That 
is why personalized counselling that 

takes medical history into account 
plays such an important role for the 
survivors that present with learning 

and life skills challenges. POGO’s 
SAVTI counsellors fill that role.”  

Sharon Guger, POGO AfterCare Program, 
Division of Haematology/Oncology, SickKids



There is a group of childhood cancer survivors 
that, as a result of their disease and/or 
treatment, will struggle in many areas of 
cognitive and adaptive functioning. The disability 
or challenges may be easy to spot, such as 
delayed development, inability to concentrate 
on a task, and/or behavioural issues; or they 
may be unnoticeable, such as slower mental 
processing or difficulties listening and writing 
at the same time. The late effects of childhood 
cancer and its treatment can impact not only 
the way students learn, but also their social 
and emotional well-being, and their ability to 
successfully pursue post-secondary pathways 
to colleges and universities, apprenticeships 
and training, and the workplace.  

POGO’s Successful Academic and Vocational 
Transition Initiative (SAVTI) provides young 
survivors with counselling and access to helpful 
resources, and offers useful information to their 
families, teachers and potential employers. 
“Realistic goal-setting is important,” says 
Barb Kelly, POGO SAVTI Counsellor, “but so is 
respecting the ambition of our clients. Some 
of these young survivors would not be aware 
of their options or get the accommodations 
they need to succeed without our intervention. 
We bring the medical history into the equation 
and can advocate on behalf of these survivors, 
ensuring they get what they need within the 
school setting and work environment.”

Victor is one of Barb’s clients. Diagnosed at 6 
months with an optic glioma – a tumour that 

blinded him in one eye, and left him with little 
vision when it reoccurred behind the other 
eye – Victor’s struggles with school have been 
lifelong. “He loves to learn,” says Victor’s father 
Baba Okeowo. “Some kids pretend to be sick 
so they can stay home, but Victor would always 
pretend to be well when he was feeling sick so 
that he could go to school.”

Victor followed an independent education plan 
designed for special education students and 
obtained a high school certificate. With Barb’s 
help, he has achieved his goal to go to college 
and work in an office through the George 
Brown College Vocational Program and co-op 
placement. He won the 2010 Xerox scholarship 
for SAVTI and the next step is to help Victor find 
meaningful employment.  

“To be honest, before POGO, we didn’t know 
how we were going to help Victor succeed. He 
is an ambitious guy and it could have all gone 
to waste. Now he has a certificate, he has work 
experience. Our son is very ambitious and now 
he has the opportunity to fulfill that ambition.” – 
Baba Okeowo

POGO gratefully acknowledges the Lawson 
Foundation, Ministry of Education, the Paloma 
Foundation, Bridle Bash Foundation, Xerox, and 
many others for their continued support of the 
SAVTI program and the young survivors it helps. 
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savti
Special supports for survivors 

help them to succeed 
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research

Promoting promising research

Each year, increasing numbers of children and adolescents treated for cancer 
will survive and grow to adulthood. However, up to 60% of them will face 
significant late effects as a result of their therapy, and future fertility has 
emerged as a major concern for survivors and health professionals alike.

“The POGO childhood cancer registry, POGONIS, is an unparalleled resource for pediatric cancer research. 
Although there are cancer registries in other jurisdictions, POGO is unique in that it collects complete 
treatment data (chemotherapy, radiation and surgery), rather than merely diagnosis and demographic 
details. This information can be linked to other provincial healthcare databases to address questions about 
cancer survival, the long-term risks faced by survivors and disparities in care. The availability of treatment 
data allows these questions to be asked at a more detailed and revealing level than can be achieved using 
other registries. POGO has collected treatment data for all children treated in the province’s pediatric cancer 
centres from 1995 to the present and we are in the process of collecting similar data for children diagnosed 
from 1985-1994. As a result, pediatric cancer researchers will soon have access to 25 years of data 
regarding children with cancer in this province. The results of projects generated from POGO’s registry will 
have immediate and lasting impact on the care of Ontario’s children with cancer, as well as that of children 
around the globe – both those who are newly diagnosed and the growing population of long-term survivors. 
It is resources such as this that allow Ontario’s cancer researchers to be leaders, both nationally and 
internationally, and to influence the way we approach the care of children with cancer. ”   Dr. Paul Nathan, 
Pediatric Oncologist, Hospital for Sick Children

The research of Dr. Amy Lee Chong, POGO 
Research Fellow, focuses on male fertility 
preservation in young cancer patients. “At this 
time, fertility preservation in prepubescent males 
and all female patients is still experimental, 
but this is not the case in pubescent males for 
whom sperm banking is a practical and realistic 
option, and which should be considered part 
of routine care in those at risk of future fertility 
impairment,” says Dr. Lee Chong.

A country-wide survey of pediatric oncology 
centres has highlighted the lack of a uniform 
approach to the provision of sperm banking 
services to adolescent cancer patients in 
Canada, and the need to develop fertility 

preservation guidelines to optimize this 
practice. Educational sessions for medical staff, 
increased awareness, development of age-
appropriate resources, and funding for banking 
and storage costs are some of the initiatives 
that may help improve current practices.

“Of course curing the child is always our 
primary concern,” says Dr. Lee Chong, “but 
we have to be cognizant that if their fertility 
is impaired as a result of this process, we are 
changing their lives forever.”

Dr. Lee Chong’s research will be published in 
the journal of Pediatric Blood and Cancer in 
late 2010.
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education
Professional education is a cornerstone of 
optimal outcomes, patient safety and quality 
healthcare delivery. The education events 
offered by POGO are some of the very few 
knowledge transfer opportunities for pediatric 
oncology professionals in Canada, and are 
critical to the quality of Ontario’s childhood 
cancer care. 

More than 300 clinicians, researchers, 
students, parents, and survivors attended the 
2009 POGO symposium, CNS Tumours: A New 
Perspective. CNS (brain) tumours are the most 
common cause of cancer mortality in childhood 
and cause the most adverse long-term 
outcomes in survivors of all childhood cancers. 
The symposium focused on improvement 
in outcomes across physical, biologic and 
behavioural issues. Topics included genetic 

predispositions, innovative therapies, mitigating 
the adverse effects of treatment, rehabilitation, 
and challenges beyond treatment, in particular 
care giver burden for parents of survivors of 
brain tumors.

POGO recognizes the following organizations for 
their support of the 2009 Annual Symposium: 
Canadian Cancer Society – Ontario Division, 
Genzyme Canada Inc., Childcan, McMaster 
Children’s Hospital, The Gerry & Nancy Pencer 
Brain Trust, Ontario Telemedicine Network, 
YM BioSciences Inc., Agnico Eagle Mines, 
Children’s Wish Foundation, Windsor Regional 
Hospital, Shering-Plough, and Varian Medical 
Systems.  POGO also gratefully acknowledges 
the commitment of the Government of Ontario 
to pediatric cancer control and its financial 
support for the POGO Symposium.

Investing in professional excellence

“The POGO annual symposium brings together our province-wide network of 
multi-disciplinary experts and gives them the opportunity to learn from and 
interact with world leaders in the field. Unlike discipline-specific conferences, 
the content is much more diverse and comprehensive. The symposium 
addresses a critical issue in pediatric oncology from the perspective of 
physicians, nurses, psychologists, social workers, the patient and their 
family. This allows for the stimulation of novel ideas and discussions that 
are often translated into advances in clinical practice and research. You can 
always count on the POGO symposium to deliver high caliber information in 
a collegial and enthusiastic manner.” Symposium attendee



CAPri

Measurement of outcomes is central to modern 
pediatric oncology practice and is a prerequisite 
to enable the analysis of data and provide 
targeted interventions that are necessary to 
improve childhood cancer care in low-income 
countries.  With partners in the Central 
American Pediatric Oncology Research Initiative 
(CAPRI), POGO has helped to implement a 
data management program and train data 
managers to record in real time new diagnoses, 
clinic visits and hospitalizations, selected 
toxicities and outcomes such as death from 
toxicity, relapse, abandonment of treatment, 
and continuous remission. Prior to CAPRI, 
data management was virtually non-existent in 
Central American countries. 

“As the Director of the International Outreach 
Program at St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital, I am especially pleased with the formal 
partnership that has been established with 
POGO, bringing its experience and expertise 
to bear on the challenges of delivering care 
and conducting clinical research in developing 
countries. We have made important progress in 
this regard. The pillars of POGO’s research unit 
afford essential support to these endeavours. 
Specifically, the development of an infrastructure 
consisting of a robust web-based database 
system and training and ongoing mentoring 
and supervision of data managers would have 
not been possible without the resources made 
available by POGO.”  - Dr. Raul Ribeiro

Sharing knowledge for 
global transformation

Almost 90% of all children with cancer live in developing countries where 
resources for diagnosis and treatment are all too often inadequate. Survival 
rates in developing countries, such as those in Central America, can be as 
low as 40% compared to 80% in North America. 



“The effects of cancer and cancer 
treatment may affect the quality of 

life of survivors, but even two people 
that had the same illness and the 

exact same treatment can present 
with different issues later in life. That 
is why personalized counselling that 

takes medical history into account 
plays such an important role for the 
survivors that present with learning 

and life skills challenges. POGO’s 
SAVTI counsellors fill that role.”  

Sharon Guger, POGO AfterCare Program, 
Division of Haematology/Oncology, SickKids
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third-party 
events

Last year, POGO was thrilled to welcome the 
Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation as a 
lead sponsor for POGO’s much needed financial 
assistance to families program, committing 
$400,000 per year for 3 years. 

“We are thrilled to have the Coast to Coast team 
as our partner,” says Vanessa Melman Yakobson, 
Managing Director of Development and Strategy. 
“This multi-year commitment to POGO means 
that we can we can plan ahead, knowing we can 
depend on that support coming in.” 

The Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation 
is a volunteer-based foundation that conducts 
a variety of memorable events that encourage 
active and healthy lifestyles. From cycling rides 
to team-building activities, children across 
the country benefit from the generous support 
of their sponsors, participants, donors, and 
volunteers. One hundred percent of donations 

are distributed to charities that improve the 
quality of life of children living with and beyond 
cancer. Since the organization began in 2001, 
over $7 million has strengthened camps, 
hospitals and child-specific cancer research.

In March 2010, 72 teams, with 600 cyclists, 
participated in a 24-Hour Spin that kept 
fundraising riders cycling on stationary bikes 
around the clock! Funds from the 24-Hour Spin 
and other Coast to Coast events raised more 
than $300,000 for POGO last year.  

If you would like to participate in one of the Coast to 
Coast events benefitting POGO, including the National 
Kids Cancer Ride, 24-Hour Spin, Inside Ride, and 
Strut for the Cure, go to coasttocoastagainstcancer.
com for more information. 

Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation

“For the first time, POGO’s private-sector fundraising reached the $2 million 
mark! This means that thanks to you, our generous donors and supporters, 
since we became a charitable organization only seven years ago, our budget 
has quadrupled.  Because of that success, we have been able to provide even 
more financial assistance to more families, conduct research that will change 
pediatric cancer care globally, help survivors succeed, and invest in this 
province’s pediatric cancer professionals. POGO has been very fortunate to 
maintain and grow its roster of supporters, including the following third-party 
events that chose POGO to be their beneficiary”  Vanessa Melman Yakobson, Managing 

Director of Development and Strategy.



CIBC Miracle Day
CIBC Miracle Day has raised more than $190 
million globally, including $50 million in 
Canada, to benefit children in communities 
around the world.

On the first Wednesday in December each year, 
CIBC’s wholesale banking sales and trading 
staff, and CIBC Wood Gundy Investment Advisors 
donate their fees and commissions. These gifts 
help more than 400 children’s charities across 
Canada who make miracles happen in our 
communities every day. 

In 2009, POGO was the grateful beneficiary of 
$100,000 from CIBC Miracle Day. If you would 
like to invest in a miracle, make a CIBC Miracle 
Day trade on December 1st 2010 and designate 
POGO as the beneficiary of your transaction! 
For more information, visit www.cibc.com/
miracleday

Wildeboer Dellelce 
Speakers’ Series

POGO has been fortunate to be part of a very 
exciting initiative hosted by Wildeboer Dellelce 
LLP with support from Globalive Communications 
Corporation.  As part of the Wildeboer Dellelce 
Speakers’ Series, several high-profile speakers 
representing different industry sectors have 
presented at intimate luncheons hosted at 
Wildeboer Dellelce’s offices.  Speakers have 
included Don Tapscott, Chuck Winograd, David 
Kassie, and Tony Melman.  For each speaker, 
both Wildeboer Dellelce and Globalive have 
donated $5,000 to POGO, raising $35,000 for 
POGO in the past fiscal year.    

Cadillac Fairview 
Run 2009

Cadillac Fairview gathered runners, sponsors 
and donors at Sunnybrook Park in Toronto in 
support of POGO.  
 
The Cadillac Fairview run is not a competitive 
race and runners of all levels are encouraged 
to participate in this 5K walk / 10K run. 
Kids, parents, grandparents, even dogs are 
encouraged to join this annual family fun day 
that includes a bar bq lunch, face painting and 
entertainment for all ages. 
 
“Cadillac Fairview believes in giving back. 
Although the goal of the CF RUN was initially 
to create an annual fundraiser that would 
bring together Cadillac Fairview’s employees, 
their families and friends, it has now grown to 
include hundreds of people from all over Ontario 
who want to support children with cancer. 
Healthy families are the foundation of strong 
communities, and since 2005, the CF RUN has 
supported several charitable organizations. 
In 2009, Cadillac Fairview partnered with the 
Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario – a perfect 
partnership – POGO’s ongoing research and 
family support has touched the hearts and lives 
of several Cadillac Fairview employees whose 
families were affected by cancer.” - John M. 
Sullivan, Executive Vice President, Development, 
Cadillac Fairview Corp. Ltd.

In its first year supporting POGO, the CF Run raised 
over $135,000! This great event is now an annual 
fundraising event for POGO and we would like to 
thank all of the organizers at Cadillac Fairview for 
their time and support. Go to www.cfrun.ca to find 
details about next year’s event. 
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Eclipse Fitness 
Pedal for POGO

POGO employee Susan Portner and Rory 
Pederzolli of Eclipse Fitness Club hosted the first 
Pedal for POGO, engaging 30 people to participate 
in a two hour spinathon that raised almost 
$30,000 in support of POGO’s financial assistance 
to families program. Thank you Jason Kaiman, 
owner of Eclipse Fitness Club, as 
well as Susan, Rory and all of the 
spinners for your outstanding 
fundraising achievements!

TRi KiDS Triathalon 
Series

Runwell Events founders Tara and Brad 
Melville have created a unique, non-competitive 
children’s triathlon series, taking place in 
different cities across Ontario every summer.  
The TRi KiDS Triathlon Series encourages 
a healthy active lifestyle in children while 
supporting a great cause.  In 2009, TRi KiDS 
athletes raised an incredible $17,000 through 
personal fundraising, demonstrating the power 
of kids helping kids.  Go to www.runwellevents.
com to learn more. Thank you to all of the young 
athletes!

Toronto Women’s 
Runs Series 

Cory Freedman, Race Director, envisioned an event 
where Toronto women set the pace – with almost 
60% of finishers in all GTA half marathons in the 
past 4 years being women, the time for a women’s 
only marathon was long overdue. 

The first annual Toronto Women’s Half Marathon 
and 5K, took place at Sunnybrook Park in May 2009 
with more than 1,500 runners, 200 volunteers and 
300 sponsors. This event combined with the Toronto 
Women’s 5K and 10K in August 2009, raised over 
$30,000 in support of POGO.  

Toronto Women’s Runs continues to 
support POGO. If you would like to 
participate in an upcoming event, 
visit www.towomensruns.com.

TD Securities 
Underwriting Hope 

Charity Auction 
The TD Securities Underwriting Hope Charity 
Auction is an employee-driven event that encourages 
employees who volunteer their time at an organization 
to nominate their charity of choice. POGO was proud to 
be the beneficiary of a $30,000 donation last year. 

IFDS Golf 
Tournament 

International Financial Data Systems (IFDS), 
a Silver Sponsor at the 2009 Gala, held a golf 
tournament at Angus Glen in August 2009.  
Through sponsorships, raffle tickets and 
donations, IFDS hoped to donate $10,000 to 
POGO.  After IFDS announced they would match 
the day’s proceeds, over $20,000 was raised!



POGO would also like to gratefully acknowledge the following third party event organizers for choosing 
POGO as their beneficiary again this year:

Clarky’s Kids – started by the Kitchener Rangers in partnership with former Ranger and current New 

Jersey Devil, David Clarkson – raised more than $26,000 in support of POGO.
The Leo Baeck Day School held their annual fundraising run and raised more than $13,000 between the 
two participating campuses. 

The Ottawa Dragon Boat Race Festival contributed $25,000 to help families in Ottawa and its 
surrounding areas through support of POGO and our partner Candlelighters Ottawa.

Masters Insurance Golf Tournament
Rockin’ for POGO Concert
Montreal Institutional Equity Traders 
	 Association - Charity Day
Francesca Salon & Spa’s Fundraiser for POGO
Temple Har Zion Wine Auction 
Sunshine Montessori School Dress Down Days
Raquel’s 8th Birthday Party
Crossland Public School Fundraiser
RBC Charity Trust Campaign
Innerkip Central School Chalk Drawing 
	 Fundraiser*
VPI Staff Campaign

BLO Blow Dry Bar Launch Party*
Race 4 Kids
Kipling Plaza’s Pogos for POGO
“Hat Day” Fundraiser at Lakeshore Discovery 
	 School
Gabrielle & Patricia Spadetto’s Fundraiser*
TD Bank North Bay BBQ
Jean Little Public School Fundraiser - Megan 
	 Austin’s “Cookies for Cancer”

An asterisk (*) indicates events that took place 
during Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
September 2009.

other third party 
Events



POGO Gala
On Saturday, April 4th, 2009, 800 of Toronto’s hip 
social set, corporate supporters, healthcare 
providers, and young professionals attended 
the POGO Annual Gala at the Liberty Grand to 
celebrate the courage of children with cancer 
and the achievements of the Pediatric Oncology 
Group of Ontario. Speakers included Honourary 
Chair Suzanne Rogers, former Global News 
Anchor Anne-Marie Mediwake and childhood 
cancer survivor Lauren Donnelly.  

Dimitra Davidson, Gala Chair, has been a POGO 
volunteer since 2004.  “We are so pleased with 
the support from our gala sponsors, attendees 
and volunteers. The families who depend on 
financial assistance from POGO face enormous 
out-of-pocket costs and last year many families 
were also struggling with job loss and reduced 
income. Despite the challenging times of 
2009, the event was a huge success, raising 
approximately $380,000 (net).” 

Between 2001 and 2009, the POGO Gala has 
raised $1.3 million to fund research, financial 
support for families of children with cancer and 
program support for survivors with cognitive 
challenges from having had cancer.

Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month (CCAM), 
coordinated by POGO with partners across the 
province, continued as a month-long event 
in September 2009.   Mayors celebrated by 
making proclamations and attending special 
ceremonies, students in more than 30 schools 
created chalk drawings and messages of 
encouragement to their peers in cancer 

treatment, and more than 9,000 gold awareness 
ribbons were distributed. These public 
education and awareness raising events, held 
in partner communities throughout Ontario, 
led to media coverage on the web, in print, on 
television, on Twitter, and on the radio. 

Awards
The O. Harold Warwick Prize is given to a 
scientist whose research has had a major impact 
on cancer control in Canada. In 2009, the award 
was presented to POGO Board President, Dr. 
Ronald D. Barr, a pediatric cancer specialist 
known nationally and internationally for his work 
in the field of pediatric oncology, and as co-
author and author of seven books and more than 
250 scientific articles. Since 1977 he has been at 
McMaster University and is currently professor 
of pediatrics, pathology and medicine in the 
Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine.

Profile
Demonstrating his passion to help children with 
cancer, John M. Sullivan took on the role of 
Chair of the POGO Childhood Cancer Charitable 
Council in 2008. The purpose of the Council is 
to successfully grow fundraising revenue and 
help POGO significantly increase its capacity 
to serve children with cancer, their families 
and survivors. As Chair, John oversees the 
development and work of the Council. As the 
father of a young survivor, he works tirelessly 
for the POGO cause.    
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“The effects of cancer and cancer 
treatment may affect the quality of 

life of survivors, but even two people 
that had the same illness and the 

exact same treatment can present 
with different issues later in life. That 
is why personalized counselling that 

takes medical history into account 
plays such an important role for the 
survivors that present with learning 

and life skills challenges. POGO’s 
SAVTI counsellors fill that role.”  

Sharon Guger, POGO AfterCare Program, 
Division of Haematology/Oncology, SickKids

“POGO has undertaken a 
very impressive program 
with equally impressive 
results. We will continue 
to be supporters of this 
very worthwhile program.”    
Larry Tanenbaum, POGO Patron
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donors

Diamond Partners:  Gifts of $150,000+
Canadian Cancer Society – Ontario Division*
Coast to Coast Against Cancer Fdn.*
The Lawson Fdn.*

Platinum Partners: 
Gifts of $100,000 - $149,999
Cadillac Fairview Corporation Ltd. 
CIBC Children’s Fdn.
RBC Fdn. 

Leaders:  Gifts of $25,000 - $49,999
Ellis Don Corporation
The Grocery Fdn.
Kitchener Rangers Jr. A Hockey Club 
Scotiabank*
TD Securities

Benefactors:  Gifts of $10,000 - $24,999
Barrick Gold Corporation
The Bridle Bash Fdn.
John E. Cleghorn*
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP*
International Financial Data Services (Canada) Ltd. 
Susan Harris & David Kassie* 
Lawrence & Judith Tanenbaum Family 
	 Charitable Fdn.*
Anthony & Valerie Melman
Ottawa Dragon Boat Fdn.*
Len Parry
The Paloma Fdn.*
The Plan Group Inc.
Wildeboer Dellelce LLP 
Yak Communications (Canada) Corp. 

Supporters:  Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Alan Horn & Family 
Allnue Structures Inc.
The Wilf and Jean Bell Fdn.

Bergman & Hamann Architects
The Lawrence and Frances Bloomberg Fdn.*
CAL Construction
Canadian Master Trust
Cornerstone 52 Fdn.
Daoust Vukovich LLP
Fram Building Group
Freshly Squeezed
G4S Security
Kirby Gavelin
Gilbert Steel Ltd.
Halcrow Yolles
The Hurley Group
Ibuild Corporation
Intelligarde
Corinne Kalles
Kramer Design Associates Ltd.
Lanterra Management Ltd.*
Limen Group Const. Ltd.
Modern Niagara Toronto Inc.
Natcan Investment Management
National Bank Financial*
Neamsby Investments Inc.
Omni Facility Services
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
Pellow & Associates Architects Inc.
John M. Sullivan
Tate ASP Access Floors Inc.
Turtle Island
Chuck & Libby Winograd
Zeidler Partnership Architects

Friends:  Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999
AGF Funds Inc.
Aldershot Landscape Contractors Ltd.
Alpeza General Contracting Inc.
Antamex International Inc.
Atec Signs (A division of Erik Jeppesen Holdings Ltd.)

Our sincerest gratitude to all of you for your generosity and support of POGO. A 
special thank you to our multi-year donors, indicated below with an asterisk (*), 
for your continued commitment to POGO. 



Friends:  Gifts of $1,000 - $4,999
(continued)
Martin Barkin
Neil Barr
Douglas J. Beaudoin
Gay Berger
BMO Nesbitt Burns Employee 
		  Charitable Fdn.
Bothwell-Accurate Co. (2006) Ltd.
Brandes Investment Partners & Co.
Sean M. Caffyn
Celestica International Inc.
CI Investments
Crossland Public School
George Dembroski
Joe & Pina DeSario 
Do-It-Right Renovations Inc.
W. K. Drynan
Andrew Dunn
The Effort Trust Company
Jeffrey Feldberg
P. Lee Fisher
Rosanne Fitzpatrick
Francesca Salon and Spa
Amanda Freedman
Stephen Granovsky
Hammerschlag & Joffe Inc.
David Hawkey
Industrial Alliance Insurance and 
		  Financial Services Inc.
Innerkip Central School
Invesco Trimark
KM Medical Management
Scott Kraag
Krest Dental Ceramics Inc.
Yong Kwon
Paul LaRose
LEA Consulting Ltd.
Gon Y. Lee
Nancy Love
Betty Ma
The Alice and Murray Maitland Fdn.
Mancore Group Inc.
Bill McGill
Minto Fdn. Inc.*
The Mitchell Partnership
North Base Enterprises
Joan O’Connell
Larry O’Connell
Peter Olive
Dave Platel

Ian Po
Priceville Holding Inc.
Quinn Design Associates Inc.
Read Jones Christoffersen Ltd.
David Roland
Rosewell Construction Inc.
John Ruffolo
Karen Sargeant
Secured Courier
Shoppers Drug Mart Life Fdn.
Jan & Erin Sorhaug
Paul Spafford
Jason Spetter
St. Louis Bar & Grill
Stacey Muirhead Capital Management
Geoff F. Sullivan
Sunshine Montessori School
The Howard & Carole Tanenbaum Family 
		  Charitable Fdn.
TD Bank Financial Group
Temple Har Zion
Moses & Temara Tobe Fdn.
Karen Topham
Frieda Torkin
Toronto Professional Fire Fighter’s Assn.
Arnon Vered*
John Watson
Rick Waugh*
WCPD Fdn.*
Eric Weisz
Wexpoint Motors (2000) Ltd.
Bill Wignall
York Marble Tile & Terrazzo Inc.

Donations:  Gifts of $250 - $999
150 Toro Inc. Himel Group
Austin Abas
Artex Systems Inc.
James Aspiotis
Dany Assaf
Association for Corporate Growth 
	 - Toronto Chapter
Avenza Systems Inc.
Tara Ayranto
Ed Babin
Dale Baker
Frank Baldanza
Paul Barnicke
Barrday Inc.
Jamie Barron
Beau Properties International Inc.
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Gordon Bell
Gary Bensky
Stuart Bentley
Bhandari Dentistry
Gerald Bigaman
Anthony Bing
Rob Blackstein
Connor Blake
Lynne Blake
Brian Borts
Frank Boutzis
Liz Breen
Mark Byerley
David Cairns
Capital International Asset 
	 Management Canada
Kristy Carscallen
Martin Carsley
Brian Carter
Centennial Material Handling Ltd.
Hugh Chasmar
Anil Chawla
Ken & Sandra Cohen
Conelco
The Court at Laurelwood
Covenant Group Ltd.
Purdy Crawford
Bill Cunningham
John David
Michael Demeter
Peter Doyle
Dr. Brian Kelemen Dentistry
Mary E. Englander
Garry & Joanne Foster
Shaun Francis
Jeremy Freedman 
David Frieberg
Gage Park Developments Ltd.
Gap Fdn.
Anne Maire Gariepy
Gee Beauty Inc.
Sean Gilbert
Google Matching Gifts Program
Michael Gordon
Gordon Barr Ltd.
Colin Graham
Charles Gray
Great-West Life Assurance Company
Guy Guillemette
Nancy Hamm
Edward Harrison

Sandra Hartman
G. Henderson
Glynis A. Henry
John Herhalt
Tom Higgins
Terry Hogan
Randall Howard
Betty Hum
Barbara Hunkin
John Hunkin
The Insurers Financial Group
Ira McDonald Construction Ltd.
JBLS Holdings Inc.
Jean Little Public School
Jill Johnson
Lara Katz
Melvyn Kay
Gale Kelly
Ken Cosgrove Studio
Kestenberg Siegal Lipkus LLP
Kipling Plaza Ltd.
Morris Klid
Marci Koifman
Kortright Hills Public School
Tom Kostopoulos
Francy Kussner
Simon Kwong
Lakeshore Discovery School
Spencer Lanthier
Tamara Lawson
Maureen Leary-Jago
Jay Leider
Paul Loyson
Maris Luksis
Elio Luongo
Allen Lupyrypa
Scott MacKenzie
Mackenzie Financial Corp.
David Macneil
Kiran Madan
Susan Magee
Mary Lou Maher 
Michael & Melissa Malleck
Mapleridge Mechanical
Larry Martin
MasterNet Ltd. 
James McKenna	
Daniel Mida
Mike’s Auto
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Donations:  Gifts of $250 - $999
(continued)
Morven Construction Ltd.
Dave & Sandra Mundy 
Chris Murray
Anne Nicolussi
Larry O’Connell
Onyx Fire Protection
Out On A Limb
Stanley Paikin
David Pamenter
Benoit Patry
Michael Peerless
Christopher Portner
Quinan Construction Ltd.
Ranger Fan Bus
Stan Raphael
Jeff Rayman
RBC Royal Bank
David Redwood
John Reid
REM Web Solutions
Mark & Heather Robinson
Tom Robinson
Rosedale Diner
Fred Rossi
Bruce Rothney
Ruggedcom Inc.
Russell & Ward Realty Corporation
Liana Scott
SEI Investments Canada Company
Stephen Shulman
Paul Simonetta
Simplex Grinnell
Greg Simpson
Duncan Sinclair
David Sisson
Gabrielle & Patricia Spadetto
St. Robert Catholic School
Andrea Stephen
Gordon Stevenson
Jim M. Stevenson
Richard Sullivan
Swaye Entertainment
Geoff Taber
Tayco Custom Welding Ltd.
TD Canada Trust, North Bay Branch
Axel Thesberg
Bill Thomas
Dawn Thornton

Tim Hortons
Dean Topolinski
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Canada Inc.
Travelers Guarantee Company of Canada
Keith Turnbull
Tony Valle
VIPOD
Corina Weigl
Bob Wener
Frances Wensley
Greg Wiebe
Nitsan Wienberg
Beth Wilson
Ian Wilson
Ely Wittlin
Catherine Woodward
Vanessa Yakobson
Mary Young
Kelly Zorzi

*Please note: some of the individual names 
listed above contributed to POGO through one 
of the third party events.

In the event of an error or omission, please 
contact the POGO fundraising department at 
(416)592.1232. POGO also wishes to gratefully 
acknowledge the ongoing support of our many 
prize donors and gifts in-kind contributors. 

18   |   2009-2010 POGO Donor Report

Donors recognized above made 
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or greater to POGO between 
April 1, 2009 and March 31, 
2010. The Pediatric Oncology 
Group of Ontario publishes this 
roster in order to recognize the 
generosity of the individuals, 
corporations, foundations, and 
third party events that support 
our organization. 



giving groups, Volunteers
& Events

POGO Patrons: Major gift donors of $10,000 
and over who act as POGO Ambassadors
John & Pattie Cleghorn
Shari Fell
Susan Harris & David Kassie
Anthony & Valerie Melman
J. Robert S. Prichard & Ann E. Wilson
Larry Tanenbaum
Rick Waugh
Chuck & Libby Winograd
Honey & Barry Sherman

POGO Leadership Connection (PLC):
5-Year pledges of $2,500 - $5,000
Shawn Abramovitz
Carolyn Ansley & Drew Wensley
David Bacon
Jordan & Faith Banks
Alex & Janna Ber
Olga & Vadim Bondarenko
Jennifer Chasson
Ian & Lynne Cleghorn
Andrea Cleghorn & Greg Moore
Casey Coates
Cari Cogan-Krensky
Andrea Cohen-Solish & Dr. Nowell Solish
Tracey Cooke
Graham Crowder
Shannon Crowder
Dimitra Davidson
Michael Davidson
Toby Davidson
Timothy Duncanson
David Durno
Asta Dvorak & Vic Turbendian
Barbara Farber
J. Graham Fell
David & Tamara Finch
Kimberley Fobert
Elizabeth Frank
Dayna Freedman
Marie Garneau
Dr. Jon Gasner & Ellise Gasner
Glenn Gatcliffe
Leslie Giller

Russell & Anna Gorochowski
Jonathan Graff
Timothy Gravely
Avi Greenspoon
Irina Greenspoon
Sandra Hollingsworth
Irene Hwang
Michael Kalles
Tom Keefe
Lauren Kimel
Jay Klein
Eugene & Inna Kogan
Inna & Val Levitan
Gord Love
Desiree Mathias
Kara E. McIntosh & Jeff Taylor
Rebekah McIntosh
Justine Melman
Eric Monteiro
Kiersten Moore
Scott & Nona Morrow
Monica Nettleton
Brett Okorofsky
Carolyn & Glen Oliver
Ian Po
Josef & Erin Prosperi
Jason Robertson
Amie Rocket
Carryn & John Ruffolo
Joan Schatz & Geoffrey Belisle
Robyn Scott
Sarah A. Scott
Lana & Stuart Sherman
Andrea Shreeram
Joshua Silber
Adam Silver
Ruth Silver
Bruce Simpson
Darren Slavens
Christine & Paul Smeeton
Erin & Jan Sorhaug
Andrew Stein
Elen Steinberg-Brodie
Brentwood Strasler
Beverly Suliteanu
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POGO Leadership Connection (PLC):
(continued)
Cathy Trajkovski Luciani
Ilinca Vasile
Lee & Luca Vernich
Nathalie & Richard Wachsberg
Corina Weigl & James Joyce
Eric & Leah Weisz
Patricia & Wayne Wilbur
Jim Williams
Daniel & Michelle Wittlin
David Wood
Ari Yakobson
Stacey Yuen
Aaron Zifkin
Benjamin Zifkin

Volunteers

POGO Childhood Cancer Charitable Council:
Major Gift Volunteers

Chair:  John M. Sullivan

Douglas J. Beaudoin
Dimitra Davidson
Joe DeSario
J. Graham Fell
Glenn Gatcliffe
Paul Hindo
Yong Kwon
Bill McGill
I. Berl Nadler
Ian Po
Jason Robertson
John Ruffolo
Jan Sorhaug
Corina Weigl
Ari Yakobson

Gala 2009 Committee:

Honourary Chair:   Suzanne Rogers
Gala Chair:   Dimitra Davidson
After Party Chair:  Justine Melman

Stacey Barish
Janna Ber
Lynne Bridgman
Andrea Cohen-Solish
Michelle Floh 
Alicia Gouveia

Elle Palladini
Carryn Ruffolo
Joan Schatz Belisle 
Christine Smeeton
Erin Sufrin
Cathy Trajkovski 
Ilinca Vasile
Patricia Wilbur
Lauren Wolff
Stacey Yuen

PLC Steering Committee: 

Chair: Carolyn Ansley

Lynne Bridgman
Graham Crowder
Shannon Crowder
Elizabeth Frank
Glen Oliver
Ilinca Vasile
Aaron Zifkin

Events

Gala 2009

Presenting Sponsor: Rogers

Gold Sponsors:  		
Dimitra & Michael Davidson and Family
PCL Construction 

Silver Sponsors:		
International Financial Data Services
CIBC
Raymond James 
Scepter 
Scotiabank Group

Bronze Sponsors: 	
Birch Hill Equity Partners
Deloitte
Fasken Martineau
Great West Life/London Life/Canada Life
KPMG 
Masters Insurance
The Ritz-Carlton 
Stikeman Elliott

Raffle Sponsor: Tiffany & Co.

Media Sponsor: The National Post

Advertising Sponsor: IMA Outdoor
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Patrons:
Shering-Plough
Varian Medical Systems

Thank you to our Community Partners:

Design donated by: Torre Lazur McCann

Print Services donated by: Astley Gilbert

Event Designer: William Fulghum 

Event Planner: Melissa Haggerty of 
			   SpectacularSpectacular

Bronze Table Purchasers:
The Melman Family
RBC Capital Markets

Floor Table Purchasers:
Barrick Gold Corporation
Burgundy Asset Management
Cleghorn Family
CWB Group
Dimitra and Michael Davidson
DTZ Barnicke Ltd.
Heather and Max Gotlieb
KaBoose Inc.
Dylan MacNamara
Tyler MacNamara
Ellen McGrath and Sam Webster
Melonhead Corporation
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc. 
Océ Canada
The PFP Group, RBC Dominion Securities
Susan and Chris Portner
TD Commercial Banking
TD Bank Financial Group
Tesan Mould Inc.
Toronto Hydro-Electric System Ltd.
Vlaad and Co.
3-D Exteriors Ltd. Landscape Design and Build

POGO Multi-disciplinary Symposium 2009 
CNS Tumours: A New Perspective

Silver Sponsors:
Canadian Cancer Society – Ontario Division
Genzyme Canada Inc.

Bronze Sponsors:
Childcan
McMaster Children’s Hospital
Ontario Telemedicine Network
The Gerry & Nancy Pencer Brain Trust
YM BioSciences Inc.

Benefactors:
Agnico Eagle Mines
Children’s Wish Fdn.
Windsor Regional Hospital
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thank you

POGO Partner Hospitals
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto
Children’s Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre
McMaster Children’s Hospital, 
   Hamilton Health Sciences
Kingston General Hospital
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Ottawa

AfterCare Clinics
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto
Princess Margaret Hospital, Toronto
Children’s Hospital, London Health Sciences Centre
McMaster Children’s Hospital, 
   Hamilton Health Sciences
Kingston General Hospital
Cancer Centre of Southeastern Ontario, Kingston
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Ottawa
The Ottawa Hospital Regional Cancer Centre

POGO Satellite Sites
Windsor Regional Hospital
Grand River Hospital, Kitchener-Waterloo
Credit Valley Hospital, Mississauga
Rouge Valley Centenary, Scarborough
Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital, Orillia
Southlake Regional Health Centre
Sudbury Regional Hospital

Interlink Pediatric
Community Cancer Nurses
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto
Children’s Hospital, London Health 
   Sciences Centre
McMaster Children’s Hospital, 
    Hamilton Health Sciences
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, Ottawa
Sudbury Regional Hospital

 

London
Hamilton

Kingston

Ottawa

Sudbury

Orillia

Windsor

Kitchener-Waterloo
Mississauga

Scarborough
Toronto

Our Partners in Cancer Care 

 

New Market

Barrie

Many thanks to the families who allowed us to share their experiences and 
photos, and the staff and partners who assisted with the content of this report. 

Cover shot provided by Click Photography. All other images provided by
Leigh Tynan Studio.

Honour/Memorial Donations: Send a personalized note of congratulations, sympathy, greeting or
celebration as a meaningful way to honour a special person or occasion in your life.

Birthdays: In lieu of birthday presents, have your friends and family make a donation. We will send you a birthday
card with the total of your donation.

Third Party Events: Host an event and let POGO be your beneficiary. 

Workplace and Matching Gifts: Does your workplace match employee donations? If so, you can double the impact
of your gift to POGO.

POGO Leadership Connection: Commit to a five-year membership and join a group of Toronto’s finest leaders
whose support has helped build valuable partnerships to help improve the lives of children with cancer.

Monthly Donation: By giving a fixed amount every month, you are helping to ensure stable and reliable funding
for POGO programs that directly benefit childhood cancer patients, their families and survivors.

POGO has software to make sending invitations, raising money and issuing tax receipts quick and easy. Contact
the POGO Fundraising Department at 416.592.1232. 

480 University Avenue
Suite 1014
Toronto, Ontario
M5G 1V2

Tel: (416) 592-1232
Fax: (416) 592-1285

Email: info@pogo.ca 

Charitable Registration #: 
871067245RR0001

Visit our website at www.pogo.ca!


