Top of Form

[image: image1.wmf]

/wEPDwULLTE4M





Monday, September 21, 2009

	Young cancer survivors help raise awareness 

Posted 4 days ago 

- Cancer Awareness Month is personal for a number of Kirkland Lake area families who are battling the disease. 

Recently, they set up an information booth at the mall to help spread the message and raise funds. 

"Living in Northern Ontario proves to be very difficult when dealing with Childhood cancer," notes Kristal Spadetto, whose son Aiden Charbonneau has been in a battle against the disease for most of his young life. 

"Families are extremely far away from specialists and medical teams that can give your child proper treatment. Travel and time missed at work become damaging to the financial stability that the family may have. It may also become more difficult to keep in contact with your support systems at home. 

"With our son Aiden fighting cancer since he was ten weeks old our eyes have been opened to a very different world. The community has been overwhelmingly involved in emotional and financial support throughout the last three years. with Aiden now in remission we feel honored to be able to raise some awareness about Childhood Cancer and the obstacles that many families are having to deal with everyday." 

Along with the community support that may help families there are many organizations that help as well. In Northern Ontario there is a group called Northern Ontario Families of Children with Cancer (NOFCC). The NOFCC is a non profit organization that relies on donations to help any family from Northern Ontario that has a child with cancer in treatment. They provide as much assistance as they can with groceries, gas and long distance cards. This group is based out of Sudbury. Other groups that help families of children with cancer are the Candlelighters, T'loupe et la poule and Little Troopers, Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario (P. O. G. O), Presidents Choice Children's Charities and the Ronald MacDonald House Children's Charities. Additionally, local service groups are also very supportive of children and their families. 

"This year, while raising awareness, we decided to feature P. O. G. O for any donations," Spadetto said. "P. O. G. O. provides relief on accommodations and meals while undergoing active treatment. The group also supports the families with childcare for the patients or siblings. The emotional and case support that they offer to families assists in finding additional funding for families. 

"Each year we are hoping to hold an event to raise awareness and support a different group. The group raised $500.69 For P. O. G. O with an information table at the Kirkland Lake Mall recently. 

" You may not always get the opportunity to see first hand just how much your support is appreciated but any and all of these charities use the donations received to improve the lives of families living with childhood cancer.," Spadetto says. " Our community in Kirkland Lake is caring and kind. If my family can take this opportunity to let our community understand just how proud we are to be from Kirkland Lake and how the unwavering ongoing support you have all given to other Kirkland Lake families and for the support you have provided to us allowed us to stay together and focus on what was most important, getting Aiden better; instead of all the household bills and mounting credit bills. Aiden is now doing well but continues to need a lot of care due to chronic pain. He also has a Urostomy which has taken the place of his bladder since it had to be removed during his last resection surgery." 
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