Thames Valley students 'CHALK' one up for cancer
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Students and staff at two Thames Valley schools are showing their support of Cancer Awareness Month (September) by etching out get-well messages in their schoolyards with chalk.

The CHALK campaign is an initiative of the Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario (POGO), a group founded in 1983 by pediatric oncologists to champion childhood cancer care and control.

"The CHALK campaign allows students at schools across the Ontario to use chalk drawings in their schoolyards to communicate get well messages to their peers struggling with cancer," said Thames Valley District School Board officials.

Each month in Canada about 125 children are diagnosed with cancer. Although seven out of the 10 of these children will survive, childhood cancer remains the single biggest cause of death (after accidents) in children over the age of one.

At Lord Nelson public school in London, childhood cancer has had a major impact on the school community.

"During the past few years, we have had three students in our school who have been diagnosed with different forms of cancer," said Principal Sheryl Cooke-Sawyer. "The students, staff, and community have worked together to support these students and their families in various ways."

She noted that one of the students has graduated to high school, while another in Grade 6 continues treatment. A third student, who would have entered Grade 8 this fall, passed away during the summer.

Childhood cancer has also touched the school community at Innerkip Central public school in Oxford County, where a young student has been diagnosed with cancer.

Principal Jim Bartley explained that his school was excited to obtain permission to close a one-block section of recently paved Coleman Street outside the school to use as a giant blacktop for chalk drawings.
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