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Ron Pietroniro / Metroland

PICKERING -- Renee Faux held a garage sale recently for Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario and raised $706 from the sale and other fundraising efforts. August 17, 2009.

Pickering girl wants to help kids with cancer

August 20, 2009

By Kristen Calis 

PICKERING -- Renee Faux was so moved by a television ad about kids suffering from cancer that she decided to help. 

The nine-year-old Pickering girl, who has lost her grandfather to cancer, decided when she was six she wanted to do something to help kids with the disease. So she began collecting change in a Freezee box she had turned into a collection bin. She also collected bottles and had a lemonade stand to add to the pot. 

At age seven, she donated her hair to Locks of Love. 
But she was sold on the Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario when she saw now-deceased musician Jeff Healey in the commercial for the organization. 

"I said, 'Mommy, I want to do this for kids,'" Renee said from the family kitchen table, with her money collection neatly counted in front of her, along with a binder containing the documentation to back up her fundraising efforts. 

POGO is a non-profit organization that works to ensure all children with cancer in Ontario have equal access to state-of-the-art diagnosis, treatment and required ancillary services. 

Renee chose to hold a garage sale along with a pogo (the food on a stick) and lemonade stand and bottle drive earlier this month to really add to the pot, calling it Pogos for POGO. She prepared a speech and told the congregation at Port Perry United Church about her efforts and mentioned she'd appreciate any items she could include in the garage sale. 

"It was nerve-wracking," she said. "It was scary." 

But it paid off. The garage sale added $486 to her total, making it $706. She's awaiting another $20 from one of the teachers at her school. 

"I would really like to see her get to the $1,000 mark to hand in," said her mother, Karen Faux. 

Renee has always had a motherly attitude and cared for others, Ms. Faux said. Renee helped out with her school's program for children with physical and mental challenges since she was six. Also, any time a fellow student needs pencils, erasers or even some of her lunch, they can go to Renee. 

If anyone is interested in helping Renee reach her goal, they can e-mail Karen at babe_581@hotmail.com.
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