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October 1, 2009

Hudson College sends messages of hope to kids with cancer
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Hudson College sends messages of hope to kids with cancer. Aislinn Waterson, 2, who has Leukemia, gets a close look at Hudson College students messages written in chaulk in their school yard for Childhood Cancer Awareness month Friday. Photographs of the artwork will be sent to children with cancer. Staff photo/DAN PEARCE 

LISA QUEEN
October 1, 2009
Students at a private school scrawled all over their playground last Friday, Sept. 25, afternoon. 

But the elementary children weren't vandalizing Hudson College, a private, co-educational school at 21 Ascot Ave., northwest of St. Clair Avenue and Dufferin Street. 

Instead, the youngsters from junior kindergarten to Grade 8 were taking part in a project to send messages of hope and inspiration to children across Ontario battling cancer. 

The campaign hit close to home because two-year-old Aislinn Waterson, a North York toddler whose three older siblings attend the school, was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) at the age of 22 months last December. 

ALL is cancer of the white blood cells, which most often strikes children. 

Hudson students were thrilled to see Aislinn running around the playground as they crafted their chalk messages, a far cry from the quieter and more fragile little girl they saw last spring shortly after she began her treatments. 

Each class created a special large drawing on the playground. The kindergarten children, for example, used a motif of teddy bears and rainbows. 

Photos of each class's mural as well as a panoramic photo of all the pictures, which together measured about 100- by 20-feet, will be included in large greeting cards the school will send to pediatric oncology wards across the province. 

Aislinn will present one of the cards to a cancer ward at the Hospital for Sick Children where she has been treated. 

The project is part of an awareness campaign spearheaded by the Pediatric Oncology Group of Ontario (POGO) to mark Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in September. 

In Ontario, about 3,000 children are currently receiving treatment or follow-up care for cancer, according to POGO. 

Hudson vice-principal Jeff Bavington said the chalk project is a way for students to reach out to children often isolated during their treatments. 

"For a lot of these kids (with cancer), they've lost the connection with classmates. It's a big hole in their lives. One of the ways to feel less lonely is to get messages from kids," he said. 

The project also allowed the Hudson community to show its support to the Waterson family, including Aislinn's mother Katherine, father Ken and older siblings Matthew, 11, Rian, 8, and Gwyneth, 6. 

"We're a very close-knit school. There are 80 children in elementary. In a huge school, you may not know what is happening in another class. That is not the case here," Bavington said. 

"We want the other Waterson children to know we support them too." 

Noting the school also held a Terry Fox event in the morning before the chalk project, Bavington said the students were pleased to be helping other children. 

"It was quite extraordinary. I think they got a lot of personal satisfaction," said Bavington, who told the students both events were about hope. 

"Terry Fox didn't give up. He hoped there would be a cure for cancer. Here are kids (with cancer) who are doing their best. We want to send them a message of hope too." 

Katherine Waterson said the family was moved by the chalk project and the students' concern for Aislinn. 

"It was lovely," she said. 

Aislinn and the family have been through so much since the girl was diagnosed last Dec. 23, on her older sister Gwyneth's sixth birthday. 

Aislinn had been battling a cold, cough and fever in the days beforehand. While worried, the family never suspected the toddler had a serious illness like leukemia. 

"It was a shock," Katherine Waterson said. "It was like 'No, no, it can't be. The hematologist (blood specialist) is insane. This can't be.'" 

Since then, Aislinn, who also overcame pneumonia and meningitis, has undergone chemotherapy. She has a nasal/gastric tube, through which she eats a liquid diet. 

Using gloves and masks, her mom and dad must mix a potent combination of chemotherapy drugs for their daughter to take every day at home. 

Fortunately, Aislinn has responded well and is expected to finish her treatment in April 2011. 

"She takes chemo like no one else. She's a trooper," Katherine Waterson said. 

"She went into remission 15 days after we started. She's what they call a rapid responder. She's really strong. She takes no back seat to anyone."

This article is for personal use only courtesy of InsideToronto.com - a division of Metroland Media Group Ltd. 

Bottom of Form

[image: image7.png]



_1315910169.unknown

_1315910170.unknown

_1315910167.unknown

